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Center News December 
20, 2017 

A HOLIDAY MESSAGE FROM OUR DIRECTOR  

Children give us gifts of themselves in so many ways. They 
are so precious but we need to search for them with honest 
pursuit.  

This week at school, I was lucky enough to witness some of 
these wonderful actions of children. The first was in the 
reigniting of the annual Holiday Gift Shop, run entirely by 
the 3rd year students. The children enjoyed the 
responsibility of running the store and found so much joy in 
the work. Their other focus was raising money to help those 
in our community in need.  As it turned out, profit they did; 
and on the following Monday, they presented Turning 
Points, our community organization for the homeless, $800. 
This is no small potatoes for a room full of 9-year olds. 
Then to make their gift even more special, the children 
visited the facility and began their lifelong interest in 
community service! 

The second experience I recognize as gifts from the 
children was also this week when we invited the 3rd year 
parents or grandparents to watch a math lesson.  Each 
child came to the lesson prepared to demonstrate a math 
problem, the specific problem never before seen by the 
child. The problems were factoring, adding, subtracting, 
multiplying, dividing fractions, long multiplication with 3 digit 
multipliers, and long division with 1 and 2 digit divisors. 
Each child took a turn at going to the white board and 
writing down a selected problem and then answering it as 
we watched.  

Continued on page 6 

Save the Date and Bring a Friend  

"Follow the Child" 
Please join us and follow the child's educa onal world at  

Center Montessori School 

We cordially invite you to tour each classroom level, 

toddler through eighth grade, to gain an understanding 

of the transforma on of the child as he/she progresses through the 

levels in the Montessori classroom environment. 

Teachers will be answering ques ons at each classroom level. 
 

Thursday, January 11, 2018 

Open House: 6-7 p.m. 

Guided tours from Toddler to Level 3 

 Class Previews: 7-8 p.m. 

A great opportunity to learn about  

Montessori education at each level!   

Refreshments will be served and childcare  

available by reserva on 

WINTER BREAK 
December 21- January 1  

School Closed - No Extended Care 

January 2-5 

No School– Extended Care Open  
(with prior reservations only) 

January 8, 2018 

School Resumes 

2087-2019 PRIORITY REGISTRATION  
 

Open for Current Families 
January 8 

 
Registration Open to General Public 

February 1 
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Primary 1 
 

Parents often ask me what they can do to support their child’s 
Montessori education within the home environment. It comes as 
a surprise to many of them when I say that there is no need to 
purchase Montessori didactic materials or numerous 
educational toys. Neither are the shows or apps that abound 
commercially a necessity. Instead I encourage them to learn 
more about Montessori principles and find ways to adapt them 
in the home setting. Here are three basic principles you can 
successfully implement with your 3 to 6 year old child: 
 
 
1 - Foster Independence 
A famous Maria Montessori quote that characterizes the 3 to 6 
year old child is “help me do it myself.” Children have a natural 
inclination to do things on their own and parents can foster this 
by involving them in the family’s daily life activities. Once you 
find ways to involve your child in food preparation, dishwashing, 
recycling, sorting silverware, polishing surfaces, sweeping, 
mopping, gardening, setting the table, making the bed, sorting 
laundry and folding, etc., you will notice that he takes pride in 
being part of this. They are also very much capable of taking 
care of themselves. It may take longer for them to brush their 
hair and put on their clothes, socks or shoes and it will surely 
take a lot of practice and patience from the adult to coach them 
as they learn to effectively brush their teeth, wipe their bottoms, 
blow their noses, or wash their hair, but the end result is well 
worth it. As your child gains more independence, she will feel 
capable and empowered. 
 
 
2 - Protect Concentration 
In her writings, Montessori often mentioned the powerful effect 
concentration plays in self-formation and skill building. When a 
child is absorbed in a cycle of activity, one should abstain from 
interrupting him as it is through concentration that the child finds 
satisfaction in learning. Often times, well-meaning adults rush 
by, making comments or lending a hand to the child, unwittingly 
breaking the child’s concentration. Other times, the distraction 
comes from the background noise or the electronic devices our 
modern time homes host. When parents become aware of this, 
they can protect concentration by taking the time to observe 
their child engage fully in an activity and reducing the sources of 
distractions and over stimulations in the home environment. 
 
 
3 - Nurture Social/Emotional Development 
As human beings, we are all built to connect with one another 
and this is particularly crucial for children in their first plane of 
development (birth to age 6). There is no educational toy or 
interactive app that can replace the interaction one has with the 
child. Connecting with the child through daily special time, 
storytelling, reading, playing together, engaging in conversation, 
acknowledging feelings, expressing affection and problem 
solving are great ways parents can nurture their children’s 
social and emotional development at home. 
 
Our school’s lending library is rich with books that can be 
helpful to our parent community. I encourage you to look into 
the list posted on our website’s resource page for a title that 
may speak to you and please know that I am always 
happy to help you with this if needed. Happy reading! 
 
Have a wonderful holiday season and a Happy New Year 2018!  

Center Nest  

Maria Montessori was so far ahead of her time in so many 
ways and the children here at Center continue to benefit from 
her insight. During her study and observation of children, she 
identified eleven tendencies of humans that she believed 
served as the basis on which to build a child’s education. We 
work hard to meet these needs in our environment and in our 
interactions with the children:  
 
Exploration - The importance of the child’s ability to explore 

the environment, as a basis to know the world. She 
believed the child needed sensory exploration from birth to 
three years of age, followed by mental exploration once 
the older child moved into language. 
 

Communication – Our sensorial world is labeled and these 
names can be communicated. Communication is a bridge 
to knowledge and a link to understanding the world and its 
people and being understood as well. 
 

Exactness - The capacity to refine and adjust information so it 
fits together so we may understand. It is a dynamic 
situation and the more we explore and communicate, the 
more our vision changes. 
 

Manipulation - The hands are the instruments of intelligence; 
we learn by doing, we take action upon our thoughts and 
remember what we do. 

 
Order - A solid foundation is built from what at birth seems to 

be chaos, with the dynamic mind choosing to organize. 
There is a sensitive period from 18 months of age to two 
years in which sorting exercises are stressed. 

 
Activity - With each new experience, one acquires a greater 

knowledge and understanding of the world. 
 
Self-Perfection - The child wants to be the conscious master 

of his own body and spirit, perfecting by repeating 
exercises, lessons, and listening to stories to bring 
physical understanding. Satisfaction exists in perfecting 
the self. 

 
Repetition - We learn to perfect ourselves through repetition 

and satisfaction of a need. 
 
Orientation - It is the child’s relationship to the environment 

and the things and people in it. Montessori believed that 
children who are not free to move do not know what their 
limits or boundaries are. Younger children have smaller 
boundaries and closer relationships. 

 
Abstraction and Imagination - It comes from wonder, which 

causes us to change our behavior.  
 
Work - The ability to cooperate with others allows the child to 

continue to build himself. 
 
The Montessori Method is such a gift to us as human beings.  
The child is nurtured and enabled to become the master of his 
or her self.  We follow the child as each child develops in his or 
her own time.  Every moment of the child’s life is precious as 
we already know, and this information only makes this more 
clear.   
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful holiday break and a Merry 
Christmas. 
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Primary 2 
The sensorial area of a primary classroom is naturally very interesting to children. As many of our children are currently selecting and enjoying 
lessons in the sensorial area of our classroom, I thought it would be helpful to address this area more specifically to help our parents better 
understand this area and its purpose.  

Let's start with Maria Montessori's term “sensitive period.” 

Sensitive periods manifest themselves by a pattern of behavior demonstrated by the child. For example, a characteristic of such a period is the 
repeated performance of some actions for no apparent reason. You have likely observed this in your own child, such as an insistence to climb stairs 
only to need to come down again or to put items in a container only to take them out. During these periods the child shows vitality and pleasure in 
performing these actions. These periods contribute towards not only development of a particular skill but also to a growing sense of achievement and 
sense of competence.  

The sensitive periods Dr. Montessori observed are not linear, i.e., they do not follow one after the other, but rather, some overlap and some are 
continuous. Sensitive periods are universal and are present at birth and they relate directly to our human tendencies. They manifest themselves in 
purposeful effort and therefore come with a tremendous energy. 

It was obvious to Montessori that the sensitive periods were not only an aid to the child's inner development or psychic life, but also an important 
aspect of her/his learning process. Therefore, in formulating her approach to education, Montessori acknowledged that during these optimum periods 
the child learned certain things more easily than at any other time.  

Montessori teachers use their observations and understanding of the sensitive periods as one of the crucial tools in organizing and preparing the 
favorable environment and in the careful planning of children’s learning. Montessori education was developed with attention to sensitive periods as a 
central theme. Montessori created the sensorial lessons for the period of sensitivity to the refinement of the senses. 

 Below are a few key principles underpinning the use of sensorial activities in Montessori classrooms: 

 Sensorial lessons provide the child with sensori-motor activities which have been systematically planned for all the senses. Engaging in these 

activities allows the child to form new concepts through experience, exploration and repetition. 
In sensorial lessons, where possible, each sense is isolated. This is why all the long rods are red, so that the child focuses on the length of each 
rod and not the color.  

 An important aspect of a Montessori activity is the child accomplishes one step at a time, gradually moving on to more complicated tasks. In the 

sensorial area an example would be in the handling of the color tablets, where the child first successfully pairs the primary colors in Color Box 1, 
before being introduced to Color Box 2 and later to Color Box 3.  

 Montessori materials are designed where possible to have a control of error in the lesson so that the child can problem solve and independently 

find a solution to achieving the desired aim. An example in the sensorial area would be when the child is searching for the right socket to fit each 
cylinder within any given cylinder block. This promotes auto education, a more effective learning approach. 

 The design and use of the sensorial materials encourage the child to work in a systematic way to enhance the organization and classification of 

information, which contributes to logical thinking.  

 The design and presentation of the sensorial materials encourage the child to be self-disciplined. The child is encouraged to manipulate a piece 

of the lesson appropriate for his/her stage of development. The satisfactory completion of a task serves as an encouragement to engage in, 
concentrate upon, complete and repeat the activity again. When ready, the child replaces the activity back on the shelf ready for another child to 
use.  

 Many of the materials in the sensorial area help develop the child’s muscular coordination and prepare the muscles for later specific tasks. 

Examples would be the specific hold of the knobbed cylinders enhancing the child's pincer grip. Another example would be the activity of feeling 
around all plane shapes in the Geometric Cabinet prepares the child for tracing around the Sandpaper Letters and Numerals, later used in 
writing. 

 Many of the materials in the sensorial area provide the child with both direct and indirect experiences in the fields of mathematics, reading, 

science and music. For example, the knowledge of secondary colors may enhance the child’s use of colors when painting or the ability to 
organize the Trinomial Cube in a systematic way will lead the child to later understanding of the algebraic formula.  Just more ways that Maria 
Montessori was so far ahead of her time. 

 
P2 and P3 children with their collection of toiletries for Turning Points.  
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Elementary 2 
Creative Writing in the Upper Elementary 
 
Students in Elementary 2 have many opportunities for writing 
creatively. Starting with nature as their inspiration, the children 
record their observations in a nature journal. Poetry activities are 
available in the classroom as well as prompts for writing stories. 
Fifth year students also use their writing abilities to craft the 
stories of their own lives in the writing of their personal 
autobiographies. 
 
This year we are participating in the Florida Studio Theater Write
-A-Play Program. We have already been to the theater once to 
see a production of Robin Hood. Next the players will come to 
our school to give a workshop on how to write a play which 
includes a fun interactive improv performance as well as some 
more one on one time with students as they write. We will work 
with students who are interested in submitting a play to FST. 
Winning plays will be able to be put on and produced by the 
players. How exciting! The program wraps up with a final field 
trip to the theater to see the chosen plays which students have 
created.  
 
The subject of playwriting has been further explored as we have 
make final preparations for our own class play. The Greek play 
that we will  be performing in January is part of our history 
studies and the children are having so much fun making history 
come alive. From learning lines and blocking to costumes and 
props, the excitement is building as it is all coming together.  
 
Another fun project we worked on was a creative writing lesson 
that began with the students choosing from a variety of 
mysterious prompts. They had an illustration, a title, and the very 
first line of a story and then the rest was left up to their 
imaginations. The students either worked by themselves or with 
a group and the results were exciting to read. One group 
decided to put on a play of their story and performed it for the 
class and a few teachers. The cooperative skills that go into 
playwriting and performing are important problem solving tools 
that will serve the children in other areas of their lives. Tapping 
the creative part of their minds brings the joy of learning and the 
magic of creating a project together.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elementary 1 
The highlight of this month was the Elementary 1  3rd year 
students managing the Center’s Annual Holiday Gift Shop. 
This was a wonderful practical life experience for the third 
year students. There are several important jobs and skills 
involved in running the gift shop. There are many other 
benefits to operating the shop as well. 
 

First, the children learn how to operate a business and 
cooperate with each other. The 3rd year students rearranged 
their classroom furniture to convert it into a “shop.” The 
children had to unpack the merchandise and display the items 
in a pleasing manner on the tables in our shop. They practiced 
important grace and courtesy skills in inviting Center students 
to come to our shop, then assisted them with their purchases. 
They hauled boxes, collected trash, and made deliveries to 
classrooms. Math skills were also involved in keeping track of 
how much money each student had spent, managing their 
purchases, and in counting items for our final inventory. It 
always amuses us that the children celebrate about “not 
having to do any work for three days!” Perhaps these were the 
days when they worked the hardest.  

Not only did the children work extremely hard, but they also 
had a great time. Several of the third year students 
commented, “this is the best day of my entire life!” We believe 
this experience was also meaningful to the children who could 
shop in our store to present their loved ones with surprise gifts 
that they had shopped for independently.  

We truly appreciate every Center family who so generously 
supported our shop. With the proceeds from our shop, we 
have donated to four different local charities: Turning Points: A 
Coalition for the Homeless, The Ronald McDonald House, and 
John Hopkins All Children’s Hospital in St. Petersburg. Dog 
and cat treats that were left over were also donated to the No 
Kill Animal Shelter in downtown Bradenton. What a difference 
these children are making in our community and our world!  

Finally, we thank all of the parents and grandparents who 
helped us wrap the children’s presents. We could not have the 
Center Holiday Gift Shop without the generous contribution of 
your time, kindness, patience and support. Thank you!  

We hope everyone enjoys a happy holiday season with their 
families.  We wish everyone much peace, health, and 
happiness in the New Year! 

 

 

BOOK FAIR BEGINS 

FEBRUARY 26 – MARCH 2 
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Quotes for Thought 
 

“The environment itself will teach the child, if 
every error he makes is manifest to him, 
without the intervention of a parent or teacher, 
who should remain a quiet observer of all that 
happens.”                

                                         - Maria Montessori 

Primary 3 
 
In our cultural studies we have been looking at the 
solar system.  The students have enjoyed learning 
about the planets, their locations and the different 
characteristics of each.   We used circles in different 
sizes to help them with a visual discrimination of the 
relative sizes of the planets.  We compared their 
sizes and placed the planets in sequence. 
 
As our third year students move forward with their 
math lessons, we introduced the concept of 
money.  They have enjoyed working with coins to do 
static (addition without carrying) and dynamic (with 
carrying) addition.  Don’t be surprised if your child 
starts to count all of your extra change. The younger 
children have observed these lessons with interest 
and look forward to their turn with coins. This is one 
of the benefits of a Montessori multi-age classroom 
environment and we see it in action each day. 
 
The arts are all encompassing, and in our classroom 
we have been listening to different composers as part 
of our art exploration.  This week, for our art lesson, 
the children were given paper and colored 
pencils.  We then played classical music and let the 
children express themselves.  It was a peaceful and 
creative art time and the children drew beautiful 
pictures.  It was a great lesson that we all enjoyed 
doing. 
 
Continued to page 6 
 
 

Happy Holidays!  
French: Joyeuses Fêtes! 
 Spanish: Felices Fiestas! 
Portuguese: Boas Festas! 
Turkish: Mutlu Bayramlar! 

Romanian: Sarbatori Fericite! 
Mandarin: Jie Ri Yu Kuai 

Italian: Buone Feste! 
German: Forhe Feiertage 

Dutch: Prettige feestdagen 
Slovenian: Vesele Praznike 

 December   2  Margaux H. 
 December   3  Cade S. 
 December   4  Mackenzie R. 
 December   5  Olivia C. 
    Gabriella B. 
    Amelia V. 
    Andre C. 
 December 16  Melanie M. 
    James A. 
 December 19  Evan R. 
 December 22  Grant B. 
 December 23  Jack F. 
    Emmalee W. 
 December 30  Anika H. 
  

Alumni Corner ~ Rishab Ramamurthy 
 

Congratulations to CMS alum and St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal School senior Rishab Ramamurthy on 

being a National Merit Letter 
of Commendation recipient. In addition, Rishab is 

one of the winners of the Sarasota Orchestra’s 
Young Artist Concerto Competition.  He will 

perform with the Sarasota Orchestra on  
February 10, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. at the Neel Performing Arts 

Center. Tickets are available for sale at the box office if 
you would like to attend.  Currently, Rishab leads our Jazz 

Ensemble as his senior project.  
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SAVE THE 
DATE! 
April 3, 2018 

Co-production & Sponsorship   

Opportunities Available! 

Secure your performance tickets, front-row  
seating, and event advertising opportunities today! 

 

Gold  $200     Silver $100     Bronze $50 

Primary 3  continued 
 

We have recently introduced a few new lessons with 
the metal insets.  The metal insets are different 
shapes that the children trace to strengthen their fine 
motor skills as well as prepare their hand and brain 
for the action of writing.  This time we presented 
multiple shapes at the same time, giving the children 
a lesson on superimposing shapes. In this activity the 
children created impressions of different shapes and 
sizes.  They not only had the opportunity to practice 
their fine motor skills, they also learned the names of 
each shape, enhancing their language skills.  The 
children enjoyed using multiple shapes, from the 
trapezium to the quatrefoil; they traced and showed 
their creativity. 
 
Science is a much beloved activity in the classroom, 
for the children and also for me.  This week we had 
many discussions together about the ocean.  We 
read books on the line and talked about what lives in 
the ocean.  One specific point of interest for the 
children was the shark.  We began to study sharks, 
the different types as well as naming the 
parts.  Some of the facts that the children enjoyed 
learning were that sharks are related to stingrays, 
have no bones and will never run out of teeth.  We 
even discussed how sharks teeth were used as tools 
by Native Americans right here in Florida.  Take a trip 
to De Soto Memorial over the holiday break and see 
for yourself!!   
 
In keeping with our reading, our experiment for 
science was “Motion of the Ocean”. We used a clear 
jar with a lid, water, blue food coloring, baby oil and a 
plastic floating ocean creature.  The children enjoy 
shaking the jar and observing how the water and the 
oil didn't mix. We also observed how the object 
floated in between the liquids.  When we return from 
our break we will explore more items that sink or 
float. 
 
Have a wonderful winter break with your family! 

Message from our Director Continued from page 1 
 
 

 

I made a judgment error by forgetting to draw boxes on 
the board for them to write their answers. They had not 
written problems on the board before and so they needed 
some orientation and practice doing this.  The first child 
worked 3-digit multiplication but without the boxes, or 
lines to follow, inadvertently the partial products got out of 
line and the child couldn’t reconcile the addition to get the 
proper answer. So what happened? Yes, let’s ask the 
question here. How did the child respond when this  
happened in front of both her parents and the other kids' 
parents? Did she give up? Did she squirm? Did she cry 
for help? NO! She just kept on working. What?  Didn’t 
she get discouraged or disappointed or embarrassed? 
No, she just kept on working and finally with some help 
with the boxes finally drawn, she quickly presented us all 
with a gift of herself. She showed us who she was, a hard 
working, confident, all together child.  It is not often that 
we get to see a child in a vulnerable situation and we  
almost never see adults show vulnerability. Only children 
give such gifts of themselves.  

My next awareness was not only the gift, but also a  
reminder of how the school instills confidence in its  
students. We all know that giving up is easy, sticking to it 
is hard! And showing oneself in front of a group is  
amazing. How does the school teach this to our  
students? We do this in many ways. First, we accept  
mistakes as normal. We all make them and they are 
signs that we are working.  Next, we don’t let our work 
upset us. We don’t give up or complain that it’s too hard. 
We share mutual respect with our students. And we try to 
have fun as we work.  

At the end of each child’s turn, the audience applauded 
but I didn’t. One of the reasons why these children are so 
self-assured is they have learned they don’t need my 
comments to feel good about themselves. I don’t want to 
convey that my approval is important or should take  
precedence over their own self-approval.  Don’t worry 
though, I hope it was clear that our applause couldn’t 
match their gifts or negate their performance or their  
willingness to show us their work. Thank you children for 
showing us who you are!  We’re impressed and lucky to 
know you all! 
 

More next year, 

Janice Mattina 

Director 

 

 
Friday, January 19 

6:00pm 
 

Details coming soon!
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Center Montessori Annual Holiday Program 

Music/Band/Chorus 
 
Holiday traditions!  I love them and look forward to them each year. Our school has a wonderful holiday tradition of having a music program every December. It is 
extraordinary as children from 3 years old through 8th grade all perform in various ways, on different instruments and at different skill levels.  This is my twelfth holiday 
concert. This means that each kindergarten class of the Center Montessori School for the last twelve years has performed "The Twelve Days of Christmas.” The children 
look forward to this tradition.  At the beginning of the school year there is always a new kindergartener that asks if it will be his or her turn this year!   
 

With the primary students, it gives us an opportunity to take a peek into the musical experiences they enjoy in class each week. They share the different ways they are 
learning to keep a steady beat and play simple percussion instruments and to express the form and style of the music with scarves and movement. For the elementary and 
middle school students, they get to share a more polished performance that reflects their different musical abilities (or skill level) and shows the progression from simple 
Orff instruments to band instruments.   
 

The younger elementary students look forward to the tradition of a "candy cane" dance each year. They enjoy accompanying their own singing on the Orff barred 
instruments. And, the third graders can hardly wait to show off their recorder skills, which is yet another tradition.  
 

The fourth grade students share basic percussion techniques on the drums and the ability to play some harmony on the alto recorders.  The fifth graders are enjoying their 
first experience with band instruments. They are amazed at their ability to play familiar tunes for their part of the program. And finally, the middle school Concert Band, 
many of them becoming quite accomplished at their instruments and all learning to play together, share some fun holiday tunes. The Jazz Ensemble, under the direction of 
Center alum, Rishab Ramamurthy, shares a few holiday tunes as well.  This group practices after school and puts in extra time to be able to perform together.  
 

It takes a lot of work, from the students, to the teachers, and all the support staff, to make this happen each year.  For the combined efforts of so many I am truly 
grateful.  And I am thankful to you as well, for taking time out of your busy schedules to allow your children to be a part of this school holiday tradition. And thanks to the 
parents of those students who have been filling your homes with the sounds of extra instrument practice. Is it worth it?  Definitely!  I hope you enjoy having a glimpse into 
the world of music that your child experiences as a part of being a student at Center.  And thanks to a school that values the whole child and keeps alive the tradition of an 
annual holiday performance.  
 

Thank You, 
Alicia 
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