LEVEL 3

Seventh and Eighth Grade News
Friday, March 8, 2019

Psychologist and Author Ross Greene, Ph.D.
Thursday, March 21

6:30-8:30 PM

Manatee Community Room, State College of Florida:
The event is FREE, but you must make a reservation here:
 Ross Greene Reservation

Academics
We are entering our new and final cycle, the theme of which is “Change.” We’ll be studying
about societal change as we learn about the Industrial Revolution and its ramifications. In science,
we’ll be studying chemical change, physical change, and mechanical change. In our Personal
World, we’ll be re-examining the Heroic Journey in relation to our own lives, studying puberty and
human sexuality in more detail, and preparing for our internships (May 13-17).

Seventh and Eighth Internships
An integral part of Cycle 4 is preparation for internships. Students in 7th and 8th grade choose
internship sites in the community rather than at Center Montessori, as they did in 6th grade.
The steps for our internships are as follows:
1. Make initial contact with potential internship site (either by student, parent, or teacher).
2. If the answer is “yes” then student makes follow-up call (using our script) to site to
arrange hours and confirm dates. (Students must discuss with parents first!)
3. Student then sends a confirmation letter to the site (they receive a format for the
confirmation letter), so the site has the agreed upon dates and times in writing.

4. Student goes to internship and has a rewarding and illuminating experience. The student
keeps an internship journal during the internship, and writes approximately 75 word entry
per day.
5. Robin, Beronica, or Erica visits student at the internship site, and gives supervisor an
evaluation form.
6. Student returns to school and writes a thank you note to the site and a short paper on
his or her experience.

Cyber-Safety Presentation
Cyber security expert and owner of Netweave Kevin McNulty delivered a presentation to 6th, 7th,
and 8th grade students on internet safety. Mr. McNulty discussed how students can protect
themselves legally, as well as protect themselves against online predators, stalkers, and bullies.
Some valuable take-aways were:
1. Use a password manager (suggests Lastpass)
2. Use a phrase of fused words for your master password
(Example: “electricUnicornstapler”)
3. If you think you or someone else is being bullied online, use screen capture to save
evidence.
4. Turn off metadata and location on camera, phone, ipad, and computers so you can’t be
tracked to your location.
5. Don’t post pictures that have clues to where you are or where you live.
6. Always log off when you put a device down.
7. Don’t click links unless you know the source (tov avoid malware and viruses)
8. Never click “Remember Me” on a website.

Land Lab Visit
We had a fantastic visit to the Land Lab this past Wednesday! Usually when we go to the Land
Lab, we have a number of projects to work on. This time, however, we decided to have a less
scheduled visit so students would have more free time to enjoy the Land Lab. Students were
encouraged to bring books, personal journals, and limited art supplies. On this visit we also went
as a smaller 7th and 8th grade group, rather than as an entire middle school.
We spent a bit of time removing invasive grasses around several of our trees, building a simple
bench, and seeding our hugelkultur with clover seeds. (Clover adds nitrogen to soils; it also
outcompetes many unwanted plants -weeds.) Then a group of students made an enthusiastic
proposal.
(To the left: Enjoying our new bench made from cinder blocks
and 4 by 4 lumber)
In past years, we’ve dug holes to find the depth of the water
table at a given time of year, and ALL of our 7th and 8th grade boys
excitedly proposed we do it again during this visit. The boys
enthusiastically and quickly dug an approximately 3.5 foot deep hole

that was almost at the water table depth (they were definitely hitting more moist soil near the end).
Of course we photographed each of them in it!

Outreach 360 Trip to the Dominican Republic: May 4-May 11
Questions?
PARENTS AND STUDENTS: We encourage you to contact us with any questions and
concerns. The best time to call us is in the evening; alternatively, you can email or text us any
time:
Robin
redidin@gmail.com
Beronica
charvero.14@gmail.com
941-544-5617 (cell)
941-586-9024 (cell)
Deana
dreemelin@yahoo.com
Erica
eandre100@gmail.com
941-932-7662 (cell)
941-266-7636 (cell)

💗

Beronica,

time.

you are in our thoughts and in our hearts at this sad

We love you.
(For those of you who don’t know, Beronica lost her husband of 20-some years this past

Wednesday.)

Mark Your Calendars
Ross Greene. 6:30-8:30 PM……………………..............Thursday, March 21
Spring Break…………………………………………………………….Mar. 25 - Mar. 29
Seussical Musical…………………………………………………..April 9
Spring Fling Evening Under the Stars……………………April 13
Stanford Achievement Testing……………………………..April 15-18
No School

OUTREACH 360 Trip to the Dominican Republic: May 4-May 11
Internships……………………………………………………….May 13-17
Graduation……………………………………………………….May 23
Regularly Scheduled:
Tuesday Tutorials……………...….…3:15 - 4:30 PM
MATHCOUNTS: Wednesdays ..3:15 - 4 PM

OUTREACH 360 Trip to the Dominican Republic: May 4-May 11

-The Level 3 Team (Robin, Deana, Erica, and Beronica)
Please send any email address changes and updates to r edidin@gmail.com

