
LEVEL 3                                        Friday, February 5, 2021    

Seventh and Eighth Grade News 

      

     “Make It a Great Day” Virtual 5K:   
                    Feb. 12-14: Run/Walk 
       Register Here: 
https://www.centermontessori.org/uploads/6/4/9/4/64947869/5k_registration_form_final.pdf  

Proceeds go to the Center Financial Assistance fund. 
 

Academics and More   

     We’ve now finished science and have begun the Social World portion of Cycle 3 this week.  Our 
cycle theme, “Power,” sparks numerous questions:  What are legitimate and illegitimate forms of 
political and social power? What forms of power oppress individuals and groups? What have been 
major movements of empowerment throughout our history as a nation, and how have they gained 
momentum? We’ll be studying struggles for empowerment (such as the abolition of slavery, Jim 
Crow Era struggles, and suffrage movements), as well as how those with illegitimate power have lost 
it.  Finally, we’ll be studying the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and creating 
a timeline to complement it.  
 
    We began Social World by watching a powerful video by the Southern Poverty Law Center, “The 
Shadow of Hate,”  which presented a gritty information about bigotry towards and persecution of 
various groups throughout our history as a nation. A number of students were surprised and horrified 
by many pieces of it, including World War internment camps created for American families of 
Japanese descent.  Following the video, we had an intense and thoughtful discussion. Ask your child 
about “The Shadow of Hate,” and hear what they have to say about it. 
 
    Students are currently working on a personal project on human rights heroes (due next week). 
Students have a wide range of people from which to choose, including Nobel Peace Prize recipients 
like Desmond Tutu, the Dali Lama, and Martin Luther King, as well as an extensive list of human 
rights heroes throughout U.S. history.  Students may present their projects as either an attractive 
poster with thorough captions, a mini-comic, or a dramatization.  
  
  
Our students took the Cycle 3 science test Wednesday, February 3rd, and everyone did well!  The 
students could choose to take it at a basic level or a more advanced level. As teachers, we’ve 
observed how each and every student’s study skills and time management has improved noticeably 
this year.  
 

https://www.centermontessori.org/uploads/6/4/9/4/64947869/5k_registration_form_final.pdf


    This past Saturday, our online students were invited to come for several hours of outdoor science 
activities. We explored energy transformations, used both hand-cranked and  bicycled-powered 
generators to power various devices, baked nachos and cookies in a solar oven. We also used our 
kil-o-watt meter to explore how wattage drawn from a wall socket will vary when we change the 
speed of a tool or appliance (in this case, our scroll saw).  
  
   Even More Electrical Power Activities 

     
             Generating power with a hand-cranked generator, a bicycle generator, and solar panels. 
 

                          
            Volts = 120, Current =0.47 amps           Cooking nachos in a                   Energy Conversion: When these 
              Power to operate saw: 56.4 watts             solar oven                             two steel balls are struck together,  
             Total energy consumed to cut out                                                  all of the kinetic energy is transformed 
             Diver’s design:  ~51 kiloJoules                                                   Into heat energy. In fact, it generates 
                                                                                                                               enough heat to burn a hole in paper. 
 
 
     In our Geography and Current Events work this week we continued our study of physical and 
climatic regions of Africa, with a brief look at the Ethiopian Highlands and the Horn of Africa.  
 
    Our students are wrapping up their work on odes, and will be exploring a new form of poetry next 
week: the sestina. Students are continuing to read and write responses to several poems each 
week. This week they’ve been reading sestinas, in preparation for their lesson next week.  
 



  Seventh and eighth grade students began reading their thematic novel this week. They’ll continue 
reading it to the end of our cycle. Students write two literature responses each week.  The thematic 
novel choices for this cycle are:  
 
1984  by George Orwell                                   (advanced choice) 
Lord of the Flies  by William Golding         (advanced choice) 
The Alchemist  by Paolo Coelho 
Night  by Eli Weisel 
The Red Badge of Courage  by Stephen Crane 
 
  
   In our Personal World work this week boundaries and assertive, aggressive, passive, and 
passive-aggressive behaviors.  
       

  Thank you to…. 
💖 Diver and her parents for lending us a bicycle to use with the bicycle                

generator. 
 

                    Level 3 Families, thank you for all of the ways that you   
                           support our middle school. 💗 
   
   
            

Questions? 
PARENTS AND STUDENTS:  We encourage you to contact us with any questions and concerns.  The best 
time to call us is in the evening; alternatively, you can email or text us any time: 
Robin   redidin@centermontessori.org                    Beronica    bjohnson@centermontessori.org   
                         941-544-5617 (cell)                                                   941-586-9024 (cell) 

 

-The Level 3 Team   (Robin, Deana, and  Beronica)  
Please send any email address changes and updates to redidin@centermontessori.org   
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