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Maria Montessori spent much time observing children from different cultures. In her
book The Absorbent Mind, she goes into full detail of her discoveries. Here I try to give you some of her
thoughts to simplify this amazing concept.
The term “absorbent mind” originated between 1939-1946 when Montessori was working with children in
India, comparing her discoveries of European children with those in India. She concluded there was a special
power of the intellect in all children under the age of six which allows them to do things not thought possible
of children this age. She decided to focus her work on the abilities of children in the first plane of development.
At this age, a child absorbs what is in his environment, especially language. Without lessons, if there is a rich
environment of language, she easily absorbs it.
During the unconscious level, ages 0-3, the child is constantly absorbing impressions from the environment,
yet does this without knowing she is doing so and without willing it. During this period of “unconscious creativity”, the child possesses a unique creative power to effortlessly absorb from the
environment all that she needs to transform herself from a helpless infant to an
independent young child. It is a time where mental and physical functions are being created, and memory is not yet developed. As the child develops the ability
to interact with the environment, he becomes more and more conscious.
In the book, Maria Montessori says the following:
It is clear that there must be a secret fact in the psychic creation of man. If we learn everything through attention, volition, intelligence, how then can the child undertake his great construction as he is not yet endowed with intelligence, willpower, or attention? It is evident that in him there acts a mind totally different
from ours, therefore a psychological functioning different from that of the conscious mind can exist in the
unconscious.
At three years of age, children begin to apply the knowledge they acquired while they were in the unconscious absorbent mind.
During the conscious level, ages 3-6, Montessori states:
The child is now taking in consciously from the environment, using the faculties he created in the first period (0-3) he can now will, think, and remember. For memory itself is one of the faculties which has been
created.
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It is during this period of “conscious development” that the previously created
functions are refined. The child now consciously chooses experiences for the
pure pleasure of doing. The more he does, the greater her cognitive development. He begins to name, sort, and categorize his environment. Through the
impressions absorbed, he begins to develop memory and moves toward more
complex mental abilities. After the age of six, the child moves beyond the stage
of the absorbent mind.
This week we have been very busy getting used to the time change. While we
consciously get our bodies acclimated to this change, the child’s internal clock
does not have as easy a time. We are sensitive to this in our environment and,
as we always do, follow the child. We have had a wonderful work cycle in the
mornings with an extended playground from 10:15-11:00.
We have begun our work on our Grandparent’s Day gifts this week! We will be working on their gifts for the
next two weeks. Each child will make two gifts, one for each set of grandparents. If your child has more than
two sets of grandparents, please let us know so she can make another gift.
We want to welcome our new friend Sophia to our classroom family. The children have
been very welcoming and helpful. We are very happy to have your family join ours. Welcome!
Ms. Alicia brought her maracas into our environment this week. We are continuing to learn
how to follow directions in such a fun way! We sing and follow as we put our shakers up,
down, and all around. The children love Ms. Alicia’s “Sneaky Snake” song as we hide our
shaker “snake” behind our backs and bring him back out when we find him. We also had a
wonderful parade to a Latin song, keeping the beat with our shakers around our room as we
followed Ms. Alicia. The maracas were enjoyed tremendously!!

We cannot
create
observers by
saying
'observe', but
by giving them
the power and
the means for
this
observation and
these means
are procured
through
education of
the senses.
Maria
Montessori
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Dates to Remember
November 5-16: Mayors’ Feed the Hungry Food Drive. We are collecting nonperishable food for our own Nest box for this Thanksgiving Holiday. We are talking about
how we have lots of food to eat, but some people need help because they do not have
enough food. We can bring in canned and boxed food to help other people. We hope to
fill our box and see how heavy it gets!
November 16: Grandparents and Special Friends Day. While we do not invite you into
our environment on this day, we will be preparing special gifts for our grandparents. The children at this age have a
hard time understanding when grandparents come, then have to leave and don’t take the children with them. We thank
you for understanding as we keep the children’s day within their sense of order and free of upset.
November 19-23: Thanksgiving Holiday - No school
Monday, November 26 - Transition Meeting - Parents of Nest students moving up to Primary. This is a transition
meeting to prepare parents and give you insight to your child moving up to the Primary environment. This meeting
includes an overview, observation, and time allowed to answer questions. While we prepare your children for future
transitions, it is also important to communicate information to you, the parents, as each transition for your child is also
a transition for parents. Please mark this day on your calendar so you may attend as it is a wealth of information for
your child’s upcoming transition.
Wishes for a lovely weekend for all!
Ms. Christine and Ms. Rosa

Never help a child with a task at
which he feels he can succeed.
Maria Montessori
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