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Center News November 
2017 

Notes from the Director 

Dear Parents, 
 

Most of us were raised by the discipline standards of our time. 

This applies to how society views the best way to discipline chil-

dren. When I was a child the idea was that to make a child be-

have we had to hurt him a bit and show him who was boss. 

When my children were little, going to your room for a time out 

to think about your behavior was popular. Today it seems like 

parents are generally more tolerant of poor behavior and it is 

more common to use threats as a strategy. Of course there are 

many ways to discipline children and many thoughts about the 

best methods. 

At our school we are committed to helping children learn how to 

behave better. Our approach is setting boundaries and  

following through with consequences, coupled with talking 

about one another’s feelings and behaviors. We practice  

Positive Discipline and have lots of books on this method of  

Adlerian psychology in my office for our parents to borrow. 

At first glance, it may seem from the outside that we do  

nothing. It is true that we don’t use punishment and we don’t 

shame or embarrass children who are struggling with their  

behaviors. Instead of looking for blame and practicing  

punishment towards the offending child, at our school, we look 

for solutions and we use deeds of kindness awarded to the  

insulted child. We don’t believe that making children feel badly 

causes them to behave better and behavioral studies support this 

philosophy. In fact, after dedicating much time to the study of 

child behavior, we believe that punishment brings out the worst 

in children and does not lead a child to have compassion or re-

gret but rather causes a child to scheme to find ways to do mean 

deeds without getting caught.                                                                     

It is not easy to teach or to learn to have compassion in your 

heart. Revenge is an emotion that tends to come more easily. But 

by talking to the offending child and bringing in the other child 

involved, it is possible to develop kindness and goodness within 

children so they do not think of revenge or punishment, blame or 

meanness.  The hardest part is actually for the adult. We have to 

confront our own weaknesses of impatience, embarrassment, and 

feelings of hopelessness and inadequacy. 

While you may struggle with our form of discipline as not  

being punitive and therefore ineffectual, you might find that 

when blame is not assigned, children over time tend to be more 

truthful.  
 

When discipline is a personal interaction between children with 

an adult witness, you might discover that classmates don’t tell 

on each other while joyfully waiting for the axes to fall. Instead 

problems do get solved, children do learn, and peace can be a 

part of discipline.  Is it foolproof? No, but it is effective if you 

stick to it, study the philosophy, learn the techniques and work 

on yourself so that you do understand that children do better 

when they feel better about who they are.  

Punishment delivers the message to the child that the child is 

bad and this then becomes a message that the child lives up to. 

Why not give the child encouragement so she becomes the best 

she can be?  Encouragement and kindness are powerful tools. 

Try them! 
 

More later,  Janice Mattina 

Colton R.., 3, November 4 
Jack J., 14, November 4 

Sofia S., 13, November 4 
Yenisis Manfeston, P3  
Assistant, November 4 

Jayden W., 3, November 9 
Demid M., 8, November 10 
Dylan P., 5, November 18 

Elizabeth L., 3, November 18 
Omar A., 9, November 18 

Gabriel T., 12 , November 19 
Sawyer V., 3, November 20 

Miguel M.-F., 2, November 4 
Zeily Castrillo, Spanish Teacher,  

November 26 
Carlo C., 14, November 30 

 

 

 
SCHOOL CALENDAR 

November 20-24 NO SCHOOL                       

Thanksgiving Break 

December 9 Holiday Music Program 

Neel Auditorium 

Primary 10am                             

December 13 Holiday Gift Shop 

December 21 Winter Break Begins 
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Center Nest 
 

We are beginning to enter the time of normalization in our  

environment!  This is the time when we observe the children 

all working harmoniously on concentrated work.  We begin to 

catch a glimpse of it at first, then we see the concentration and 

independence grow to longer periods.  Maria Montessori wrote 

in The Call of  Education, “But wisdom and discipline are 

waiting to be awakened in the little child.  Repression has been 

at work upon him, but his shell is not hardened. Our efforts will 

not be in vain. School must give the child-spirit its charter, and 

room for expansion.” We have all been working towards this 

goal together, the teacher and child. 

 

The children tell us so much with their behaviors.  It is not to 

say, let them do whatever they want.  What we see is the child 

who wants so much to be independent, even the very young 

child.  In this busy time of our lives, sometimes we as adults 

take the easier way and do it ourselves, or just not let the child 

do it at all.  This is what Maria Montessori meant by her term 

repression.  It is understandable but something we must fight.  

 

In the Nest we work hard to teach the children to be independ-

ent and it is an easier process given the child-focused environ-

ment Maria Montessori created.  First we work on our relation-

ship with the child.  They then gain trust in us and know we are 

here to help them.  We next observe their needs and use this 

information to select the lessons to put out for them, which 

results in these lessons calling out to them.  We show the child 

the proper way to carry out the activity.  When a child decides 

to disrespect the material they may not use it.  When they are 

ready, we ask, “Would you like to try again?”  The answer 

most times is, “Yes.”  Then on their next attempt we see the 

inner discipline come out and it is amazing.  It is such a  

precious sight to be able to observe self-control and independ-

ence at such a tender age and we are seeing it every day.  
 

There are many ways a child even as young as 18 months of 

age can help at home.  They can help with picking up, sweep-

ing, putting dishes away when unloading the dishwasher, fold-

ing wash cloths while an adult is folding bigger items, or chop-

ping food for a salad.  There are many safe chopping tools that 

are safe for young children.  MontessoriServices.com is a won-

derful resource for these items. The child’s enthusiasm will 

make up for the potential delay or mess the help brings! 

 

We began water work and it is a very busy area in our environ-

ment.  When I told the children I would show them what to do, 

they were very attentive.  They know we will let them do their 

work as they choose when they have these beginnings of inner 

discipline.  This is just the start of their big work and we are so 

privileged to guide them.  This month we have also been work-

ing on our Grandparents Day gifts.  The children were full of 

joy as they painted and prepared their gifts!  They have really 

enjoyed the process. 

Elementary 1 
 

We have begun classroom presentations for our parents so 

that you can see first hand what the Montessori  

curriculum looks like for 6 to 9 year olds. Our curriculum 

is of course reading, writing, and mathematics, and also 

cultural subjects. It’s easy for parents to imagine basic 

studies but cultural work is sometimes difficult to define. 

And children of this age are usually unable to express the 

full meaning of cultural work.  For us it is more than  

social studies and science; it encompasses the studies of  

humankind as well as the biological and physical  

environment of the human beings and the living kingdoms 

that are part of this environment. 

Recently we invited parents of second and third year  

students to watch a geography lesson. Using Montessori 

didactic puzzle maps for learning countries and capitals of 

the entire world, the children demonstrated their 

knowledge. These materials do not have words written on 

them so the children can only see the relative size of the 

country and where each country is in relationship to the 

other countries of that continent. The children learn all the 

countries of a continent then the capitals, flags, rivers, and 

mountains. This is part of our large study of peoples of the 

earth and their fundamental needs. 

We decided to invite our parents to witness some lessons 

this year in cultural work because what the students are 

working on is not easily brought home in a Friday folder. 

We understand that it is hard for you as parents to know 

what goes on within our classroom when you are not there 

and the children don’t always give a full report on their 

studies! So we’re trying to bridge this gap. Seeing is  

believing and understanding can be found by watching. 

Our next presentation 

for our parents will be 

3rd year math and the 

meetings will be in  

December.  We are  

eager to share our work 

with you because we 

believe the concrete  

materials are so  

beneficial to the  

children’s learning.  

Our Montessori materials are 

specially created so that the 

child can observe concretely a 

truth about numbers.  All chil-

dren have mathematical minds 

and we want to offer lessons 

that encourage these minds to 

grow! 
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Primary 1 
 

Over a century ago Maria Montessori, a fascinating social  

reformer, anthropologist and physician, devoted decades of her 

life towards the discovery of and advocacy for the child. Her  

extensive research on child development and pedagogical theories 

of her time paved the way to forming her own educational theory, 

distinguishing her from her predecessors and contemporaries by 

putting her theory into a comprehensive practice leading to its 

successful implementation worldwide. Supported by her  

application of the scientific method in observing children, Dr. 

Montessori’s findings and pedagogical practices were so  

innovative that a number of today’s researchers in child  

development and cognitive neuroscience attest to the  

effectiveness of Montessori education. 

It may come as a surprise to many that some of what one  

considers a given in today’s early childhood practices originates 

from Maria Montessori’s influence; adapting an environment to 

match the young child’s physical needs by providing child sized 

furniture, accessibility, open shelving, and focusing on hands-on 

learning are examples of that. However, what is even less known 

to many is how strikingly aligned Montessori practices are 

with the development of what today’s researchers refer to as 

“Executive Functions” which they consider crucial to success.  

  

Striving to always seek knowledge of best practices and  

findings in the early childhood field, I was led to acquire a better  

understanding of executive functioning, electing to  

participate in an intensive facilitator's program based on Ellen 

Galinsky’s book, Mind in The Making: Seven Essential Life Skills 

Every Child Needs. This professional development opportunity 

has provided me with compatible tools to use in my Montessori 

practice, a better awareness of these emergent kills in the children 

under my care as well as an added argument for Montessori  

education. 

Because the Mind in the Making (MITM) program has been  

intentionally made accessible to the general public, I was eager to  

co-facilitate the workshop and share its valuable information with 

families and educators alike. Last spring, our school hosted its 

first four-week workshop open to the public. Thank to the  

generous support of the Patterson foundation, all related fees were 

waived.  

  

Parents and educators joined together Saturday mornings and 

as the material was presented to them, our school’s parents easily 

made the connections to the reason they chose a Montessori  

education for their child.  Through the use of principles of  

facilitated learning, participants explored each of the skills in  

depth. The group together learned multiple strategies to use at 

home to better help their children develop focus and self-control, 

increased cognitive flexibility, and critical thinking, as well as to 

foster their children’s creativity and many other skills that lead to 

a thriving life. 

I am very excited to announce that a second 4-week MITM  

workshop series is scheduled to begin on Saturday, January 13, 

through February 3, 2018. Look for the flyer attached to your 

child’s weekly communication with further directions on how to 

sign up. We hope that you and your friends can join us in this 

promising learning experience and I will continue to bring the 

tools that develop these skills into our classroom.  

  

Primary 3 
 

We are continuing our adventures with food. We added a new 

fall recipe to our expanding cookbook this month. The stu-

dents made cinnamon applesauce.  It was very interesting to 

see how our class community worked together to make this 

delicious and simple snack.  Younger students used an apple 

peeler to peel the 12 apples that we used for this recipe.  Older 

students were in charge of removing the cores from the apples 

and then cutting the apples into small pieces.  They all partici-

pated in grating the cinnamon sticks and adding the right 

amount of water using our measuring cups.   

We found that this simple activity brought the children such  

pleasure in the opportunity to use real kitchen utensils with 

the supervision of an adult. They worked with math, measur-

ing the water for the recipe using a measuring cup and adding 

the right amount of cinnamon by using a measuring table-

spoon. We talked about setting the time on a clock and read-

ing it as we needed to make sure we cooked the apples the 

right amount of time.  They children served the applesauce as 

a dessert after our Grandparents and Special Friends Day 

Luncheon.  

In botany, the students had a lesson on the parts of the plant 

and then we decided to start a small garden. We are now so 

proud of our growing onions.  The children are taking good 

care of them by watering them when they need it, placing 

them in the court yard when the weather got cooler these past 

few days and making sure every day that the plants get the 

right amount of sunlight.  This is also a lesson on how to take 

care of the environment and all the living things that surround 

us. 

Our kindergartners had the opportunity to visit the Windsor of 

Bradenton Assisted Living Facility on their second field trip 

of the year.  It took place on October 31st, and they dressed up 

in their Halloween costumes and sang Halloween songs to the 

residents. It was such a positive interaction for the children 

and their hosts.  They welcomed us with open arms and were 

so happy to have children from our school visit.   

Students, grandparents and special friends had a wonderful 

time together in our classroom on Friday. The children en-

joyed presenting lessons and activities to their visitors.  As a 

group we played fun games on the playground and students 

practiced their grace and courtesy manners when we all gath-

ered together at the luncheon.  We would like to thank all our 

visitors for being a part of the classroom and for building 

memories that will last for many years to come. 
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Primary 2 
Cosmic Education 

Very young children learn about their immediate environment by exploration, investigation and discovery. This comes through first-hand ex-

periences of nature, of their village, town or city, of the culture of their family and by living within a community. These experiences lay the 

foundation for later, more formal learning of biology, geography, and of history and also about the natural and man-made environments found 

on our planet. 

Montessori created her ‘Cosmic Plan’ to provide us with a set of principles that underpin all learning in the Montessori classroom. They nur-

ture the spirit of the child by engendering enthusiasm and a desire to discover, respect and take responsibility for our planet. Cosmic Education 

aims to engage the child’s interest and focus her questioning mind on real experiences of the world. This approach is designed to help children 

see their place and role within their families, communities, society and the planet.  Montessori believed that Cosmic Education was the key to 

peace and harmony, based on mutual respect and caring attitudes towards one another and the whole planet.  

In the curriculum for younger children, this notion is fostered by the adult’s attitude of respect for other individuals, care and respect for the 

environment and by example. This means that materials are looked after, repaired or recycled. Children learn about other cultures and the sim-

ilarities and differences between them, particularly by focusing on the lives of children within families. Children also learn about celebrations 

and the diversity of life in all the seven continents. They become familiar with the solar system and physical features of the Earth. By having 

been given these small but significant “snippets” of information they are gradually acquiring deeper knowledge and understanding of the 

world in which they live and they come to appreciate the interdependence of all life.  

The older children attending Montessori primary schools will experience Cosmic Education in a more systematic way, as the whole curricu-

lum is traditionally designed around the “great lessons." Through exploration of history from the creation of the solar system to emergence of 

numeracy and writing, primary children are given a holistic picture of the world - its past, present and possible future as reflected in our ac-

tions of today. They are guided towards gaining some understanding of the timeless questions, “Who am I?", “Where do I come from?", and 

“Why am I here?"  

To gain a greater understanding of the meaning of Cosmic Education for the nursery age child in his Absorbent Mind stage of development, 

we need to examine the principles that underpin Cosmic Education. They are (i) to sow the seeds of knowledge which will flourish when the 

time is right, (ii) to focus the mind on the grandeur and mystery of life by fostering natural wonder in the child by learning about interdepend-

ence, relationships and adaption to conditions of life, (iii) to begin to understand natural order and man's place on Earth, (iv) to develop crea-

tive thinking and imagination, (v) to introduce the Cosmic task to preserve and develop the planet, (vi) to foster co-operation, (vii) to under-

stand what it means to be a “Citizen of the World," and (viii) to respect self, others, the environment and communities as a means of achieving 

peace. It was Montessori's hope that the knowledge, understanding and respect gained from Cosmic Education would guide children towards 

developing into considerate, respectful citizens of the world, who would value all life on our planet and will work actively towards not only 

preserving it, but contributing towards the on-going development of the Earth using human ingenuity, creativity and imagination.  

Maria Montessori calls Cosmic Education the path through which children develop a global vision. By developing gratitude for the universe 

and their own lives within it, the child then takes on an awareness of receiving many gifts from other human beings they will never know. 

The theme of Cosmic Education is best summed up in the following quotes from Dr. Montessori: 

“The child will develop a kind of philosophy which teaches this unity of the universe; this is the very thing to motivate his interest and to give 

him a better insight into his own place and task in the world and at the same time presenting a chance for the development of his creative ener-

gy.” 

“Let us give the child a vision of the whole universe...The Universe is an imposing reality, and an answer to all questions. We shall walk to-

gether on this path of life; for all things are a part of the Universe, and we are connected with each other to form one whole unity.” 

“Cosmic education...recognizes in all creation a unifying plan upon which depend not only the different forms of living things but also the 

evolution of the earth itself.” 

“Ever since his appearance on earth, man has continued changing and enriching his environment. Man has the power to create fantastic new 

possibilities: he may travel to other planets, or totally destroy this one. His power needs guidance. . . it is obvious today that man desperately 

needs the intelligence to use his power to change things constructively. This is his only hope, if he is to maintain his self-made environment in 

a condition that may permit human life to evolve toward a dignified existence for everyone. This can be achieved only with the aid of educa-

tion.” 

“The secret of good teaching is to regard the child's intelligence as a fertile field in which seeds may be sown, to grow under the heat of flam-

ing imagination. Our aim, therefore, is not merely to make the child understand, and still less to force him to memorize, but so to touch his 

imagination as to enthuse him to his inmost core. We do not want complacent pupils, but eager ones; we seek to sow life in the child rather 

than theories to help him in his growth, mental and emotional as well as physical, and for that we must offer grand and lofty ideas to the hu-

man mind, which we find ever ready to receive them, demanding more and more.” 
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Elementary 2 

This semester, our science focus is 

on physics. We are learning about  

several simple machines which use 

the basics of physics to make our 

lives easier. The simple machines we 

explored have been the inclined 

plane, the lever, the wedge, the gear, 

the pulley, the fulcrum balance, and 

finally the catapult. Though the sim-

ple machines work in different ways, 

the principle is the same for most: what you gain on the force, 

you lose on distance. Maria Montessori believed, "We especial-

ly need imagination in science. It is not all mathematics, nor all 

logic, but it is somewhat beauty and poetry." We were able to 

use our imagination in experiments with many of the simple 

machines to test out the principles of physics. We got to use an 

eggbeater that utilized the gear in order to make some pumpkin 

bread. We used a wedge and lever in the form of a shovel when 

we got the soil ready in our garden. We also rigged up a pulley 

system to take our bag of recess balls up and down from our 

second story landing. “When children come into contact with 

nature, they reveal their strength,” Maria Montessori.  What fun 

it was to see science in action!  

Gardening is an essential part of the Montessori curriculum for 

all ages and the Center Montessori edible school garden has 

been flourishing for more than 20 years.  Every year at about 

this time, Florida’s climate becomes perfect for growing vege-

tables.  Hence we begin the start of our school garden. E2 stu-

dents started last month weeding the ground, cultivating, and 

mulching the soil in preparation for planting. An organic ferti-

lizer was used to amend the soil so all our future veggies will 

be free of synthetics and pesticides. Jessica’s Organic Farms 

graciously provided starts for our garden including kale, col-

lards, and a variety of lettuces. We also received a donations of 

edible perennials from Agristarts and a Central Florida nursery. 

Pictured are some of the E2 students planting new starts in the 

garden. We have a saying about our gardening program: Sow it, 

grow it, eat it, know it.  
 

We will have our Annual Plant Sale just before Winter Break, 

on December 19. This is a great opportunity to see what we 

have been growing and bring the Center garden into your home. 

Our students are even growing fig trees that will be available 

for purchase.  If you and your child would like to make  

gardening a part of your life at home, be sure and check out our 

sale.  Happy gardening.  

Level 3 6th Grade 
When the students are in E2, they have lessons on the Greek 

Gods and Goddesses. We build on this knowledge with our first 

history and geography lessons comparing the Greek Gods and 

Goddesses with their Roman equivalents. We also introduced 

items and concepts that were invented hundreds and even thou-

sands of years ago that we still use today. Paper, paved roads, 

writing and sails are a few examples. After this lesson, students 

had the opportunity to research other inventions from long ago. 

They made their own classroom material cards for the catapult, 

trains, and calculators.  

The sixth grade science lessons come from Earth Science. The  

students learned about the different layers of the atmosphere and then 

wrote rap songs about the different characteristics of each layer.  We 

also studied conduction, convection, and the greenhouse effect fol-

lowed by atmospheric pressure and winds. We talked about the Corio-

lis effect, the trade winds, doldrums, horse latitudes, and westerlies. 

Using classroom materials, a convection apparatus and the smoke from 

incense, we were able to see how warm air rises and creates an area of 

low pressure. The next area of study was water in the atmosphere.  We 

had discussions about how humidity can affect us. Students made 

bracelets to remember the different stages of the water cycle. Small 

beads represented precipitation, transpiration, evaporation, condensa-

tion, percolation and solar energy.  

Writing lessons have included practicing to write a proper para-

graph using a main sentence, supporting sentences and a con-

cluding sentence. Each week the students are assigned a writing 

prompt. These prompts are kept in their writer’s notebook so 

they can go back at a later date to edit and polish them. Some of 

the prompts during this work cycle included writing about their 

hero and if their life was a candy bar which one would it be.  

Each day the students have 30 minutes designated for silent 

reading. This is a time for them to read a book of their choice. 

During each six-week work cycle the students are responsible 

for a book report. We also read a novel during each work cycle. 

The first novel for this year is Loser, written by Jerry Spinelli. It 

is about a boy who is called a loser by his classmates. In the 

end, the boy is accepted for who he is. Our students read the 

chapters independently, but work in small groups on questions, 

vocabulary and discussions from the book. 

One aspect of our grammar work is weekly editing. Students correct 

sentences and paragraphs that contain problems with punctuation, sub-

ject/verb agreement, correct word usage, irregular verbs, and posses-

sives. We also utilize the Albanesi Advanced Elementary Language 

Curriculum. Students take pretests that allow them to focus on skills 

individual to their learning needs. 

The students continue to work at their own level in math. Each day we 

have a designated math time for students to work in their Key Books 

and have lessons from their Saxon math books.   

The sixth grade classroom is a busy place with students happily  

working hard on their assignments. 
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Level 3 7th and 8th Grade 
 

The Value of Non-Academic Activities 

What a great Haunted House we had this year, if we do say so  

ourselves! What we love about our yearly Haunted House is the  

ownership that the students have over it. Maria Montessori be-

lieved that adolescents thrive when given BIG (both physically 

and in scope) tasks that are meaningful to them, and planning 

and executing the yearly Level 3 Haunted House certainly fits 

those criteria. 

Several weeks before the Haunted House, the 8th graders meet 

during lunchtime to divide all the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students 

into small groups –just how many groups is up to the 8th graders. 

This process itself is usually a huge series of negotiations. The 

8th graders meet again at lunchtime to design the layout of our 

Haunted House, and mark the boundaries with masking tape 

throughout the 7th and 8th grade side. The small groups meet 

several times to plan their sections. (This is another time when 

listening and negotiating skills are stretched!) The groups then 

take turns choosing props from our extensive collection, and we 

are now ready for the building of their vision!  

The afternoon before Halloween we start building the Haunted 

House. After working together to clear almost everything out of 

the 7th and 8th classroom, we’re ready to start the actual con-

struction. The students work in their small group’s area, and 

they start with the framework (made of 1-inch PVC pipe). 

There’s a steep, experiential learning curve to this part, as stu-

dents get immediate feedback on their building strategies. As we 

near the end of building the structure, and supplies get low, we 

have another opportunity to learn about the value of courteous 

negotiating skills. It’s feeling a lot like the ROPES course! 

On Halloween, before and after the Parade, students adjust light-

ing and props, and rehearse their section’s performance. After a 

practice run to get final approval from Mara, we’re ready for 

business.  As each group of visitors goes through, the students 

have to remain in character, even after the guests have passed 

through their section (which is really hard for them to do). We 

have to change up our presentation, depending on our custom-

ers’ needs and requests.  

Most of the 6th graders are surprised what hard work and disci-

pline it takes to successfully operate the Haunted House. From 

the outside, it had all looked so fun and carefree! But it’s not 

just fun and games. Even after the Haunted House is over, the 

break down and pack up also have to disciplined and orderly. 

We are all exhausted at the end of the day. The next day, we de-

brief in our class meeting: what worked well? What can we im-

prove? The students are surprisingly forthcoming and insightful. 

So in the end, the students have a chance to work on developing 

the work ethic, problem-solving skills, and the communication 

skills we would wish for them to have, both in the classroom 

and in life in general. They experience first hand that when they 

work together, hear each other’s ideas, and are perseverant with 

challenging tasks, they can accomplish huge and wonderful 

things. It’s empowering for everyone, but especially the eighth 

graders, who planned the groups and the layout.  

Is it worth taking a day and a half out of class time each year? 

After doing this for 21 years, we’d have to say, “Yes.” 

Level 3 7th and 8th Grade 
 

“Exploration”: Our Cycle 2 Theme 

In the previous newsletter, we explained how the seventh and 

eighth grade curriculum was built around trans-disciplinary 

themes. The theme of our second cycle is “Exploration.”  In 

our science work this cycle, we’ve examined how Life has 

explored many ways of existing successfully, from the sim-

plest of single-celled organisms to the variety of multi-cellular 

life we have today. We’ve learned about a separate line of 

living organisms –the Archea-  that have explored and devel-

oped unique metabolic pathways: the Archea are unlike any 

other organisms on this planet, and they’ve forced scientists to 

re-examine traditional classification systems.  Next week we 

will be preparing culture plates of salt-loving Archea, similar 

to the Archea that live in the world’s saltiest places, such as 

the Dead Sea.  

Viruses have been another topic in science this cycle, a topic 

our middle school students find endlessly fascinating. Viruses, 

considered nonliving entities, commandeer the inner mecha-

nisms of the cells of every life form, in order to create new 

viruses. 

As part of our language work in our cycle “Exploration,”  

students have been learning how some authors (published  

authors, in fact!) break sacred punctuation rules to achieve 

emotional or psychological impact (think William Faulkner, 

or Charles Frazier, the author of Cold Mountain). Students 

have been trying their hand at applying these techniques to 

short passages of their own, and soon will be working on some 

lengthier ones. Each cycle, students choose a novel from a 

short list that incorporates the cycle’s theme. Our thematic 

literature choices for our cycle “Exploration” are novels in 

which centerpiece is the protagonist’s exploration of his or her 

values (e.g., The Alchemist, The Giver).  

You can no doubt guess what part of our history focus is for 

this cycle: Explorers. Exploration of any new area is always 

accompanied by the exchange of items, ideas, and technology. 

As part of our cycle “Exploration,” we also study the Colum-

bian Exchange –the transfer of food crops, animals, disease, 

and ideas- which took place upon first contact of the Americas 

with the rest of the world.  The Columbian Exchange has 

shaped our world today more than most people real-

ize.  Considering what parts of the Columbian Exchange have 

had the greatest impact leads us into persuasive essays. 

In the final area we’ll discuss here, Personal World, we ex-

plore ways we can find inner balance and renewal. For in-

stance, we’ve done several mindfulness meditations, and have 

“open exploration times,” where students can read, draw, 

paint, and listen to music, in a peaceful and solitary manner. 

Students have also chosen to do yoga or tai chi during some of 

these times. As part of Personal World this cycle, we’ll also 

start exploring vocational and possible career interests.  

So you now have a snapshot of how our trans-disciplinary  

curriculum works in 7th and 8th grade. Our next cycle’s theme 

will be “Identity,” and we look forward to telling you all about it in 

our next installment! 
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Art 
 

We’ve been very busy in Art Class! Our E2 and 6th and 7th 

grade students have had a lot of fun creating self-portraits 

and silhouettes using a collage technique that included 

magazines, newspapers, and watercolors.  We then moved 

on to the concept of negative space, which is the space 

that surrounds an object 

in an image. The students 

learned that negative 

space helps to define the 

boundaries of positive 

space and sometimes 

even is used in art to  

become the subject of the 

image. The students  

practiced this technique 

creating moonlit  

tree-scapes.  The E2  

artists also learned about 

Russian-born painter and 

art theorist Wassily Kandinsky and just finished a  

collaborative project to create their own Kandinsky  

inspired concentric circles.  Next up….Salvador Dalí, oil 

pastels, and POP art! 

 

Our 8th grade students began the year 

combining self-exploration and art as 

they studied the ancient technique of 

micrography. This type of art involves 

drawing visual patterns from lines of 

minutely written words and has been  

practiced as far back as the 12th  

century. The students used their own 

heads to provide the outline for the 

words they selected about themselves. 

It is a very stunning outcome. 

The L3 artists then delved into the world of graffiti,  

learning about the elusive artist “Banksy.” Banksy is an 

anonymous British artist known for his wall graffiti,  

canvas paintings and conceptual sculpture. The students 

tried their hand at their own “wall” graffiti on paper.  We 

have now transitioned to studying the works of Pablo  

Picasso and the style and art of cubism.  

Music/Band 
 

"It's the most wonderful time of the year!"  A time for 

singing and celebrations, for giving and traditions.  One 

of my favorite traditions is the Annual Holiday  

Program.  What a special time it is for us as a school to 

watch our students present the songs and sounds of the 

season beginning with our primary students and  

concluding with our middle school band.   

 

We have a unique opportunity to see our students as they  

develop their musical skills from simple tasks like keep-

ing a steady beat and responding to the music with their 

entire beings, to choreographed candy cane dances and 

playing instruments in the concert band.  We are busy 

practicing and putting the finishing touches on our 

presentation for this special event.  
 
So mark your calendars for a wonderful holiday  

performance presented to you by our amazing Center 

Montessori students.  
 

Center Montessori School 

Follow the Child 

OPEN HOUSE 

Thursday, January 11 

6-7pm School tours 

7-8pm Classroom Previews 



Center Montessori School   Page 8 

 


