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Notes from the Director 
 

Montessori for Every Age: 
 

Maria Montessori left us a living legacy regarding the developmental stages of children.  She defied the then current tradition 
and grouped students according to their developmental growth rather than the convenience of the school facility or the student’s 
single age. And by doing that one maneuver, she began a new way of creating  schools that truly were appropriate for every 
child. Let’s look at each  developmental stage or as she called them, the planes of development.  
 

The first plane, from birth to 6, with two sections birth to 3 and 3 to 6, is the period of life when the child absorbs information 
from his environment in a sensorial way. At this time, the child is sensitive to physical order. Maria Montessori believed that 
from birth to about 2½ years, there was no place like home for the young child. Home belonged to the child, it was where he 
could learn the culture of his family. His family was his life and he stayed with his family all day long, every day and when it 
appeared to the parents that the child was longing for more, the Montessori toddler environment emerged. Here the child could 
gain some confidence as he became potty trained and he could learn that in time his parents would return to school and pick him 
up. Out of sight did not mean out of mind! These two simple concepts were the beginning of the child’s school education. 
 

Somewhere around 3 years old, the child showed she was ready to spread her wings and move outward to the world close at 
hand, the neighborhood, the community. This was then the time for the child to enter the primary classroom of a Montessori 
school where the next stage could be accommodated. For the primary aged child 3 through 6 years young, Dr. Montessori 
created The Children’s House. Up to that time, we did not have small furniture to accommodate small bodies or child-sized 
outdoor equipment for play. Parents went to work and left their children in large, ill-equipped rooms for the day. The young 
children of working parents went wild, so wild that the adults thought these children were mentally deficient. But they were just 
poorly placed in their bare setting and in need of an education. Montessori created just what they needed, a house filled with lots 
of hands on, child-sized didactic materials from which children could learn so much that they were no longer thought to be dull 
but now extremely bright! The children thrived with these Montessori materials and with the freedom of choice they were given 
as they worked within the children’s house. Many people think this was as far as Dr. Montessori’s vision reached. But it went 
beyond traditional primary school through middle school and high school. 
 

The second plane of development is from 6 to 12 years of age, grouped from 6-9 and 9-12, and the child is sensitive to order like 
the younger child but not order of materials. Rather, the 6 to 9 year old was interested in the order of moral justice and this aged 
child needed a place to explore social interactions with his peers where justice was practiced fairly to all. Children needed to be 
given the tools of problem solving so that they could live peacefully.  And at the same time, as the child’s sensitivity to moral 
order grew so did the child’s need for an expanded curriculum. This child, full of energy for learning, was ready and even eager 
to learn and to work to learn. Montessori met this age with the cosmic studies of the known world and the science that mankind 
discovered around this vast universe. Not only science and geography and history but also now mathematics interested this 
child. Montessori included it in her curriculum for the 6-9 year old as well as at every stage. First with concrete materials and 
then with a growing awareness of abstraction, the child was respected as an individual, a thinking person who was shown 
respect and from whom respect was expected. He was also given opportunities for directing himself, his academic work topics, 
and even his own choice of with whom he’d like to collaborate. As the child’s academic life took hold, so did his skills in 
reading develop to support research projects of his choice. We could now observe a child who was capable, skilled, and 
interested in many things.  
 

Part of this 6-12 year plane, the 9-12 year old child is a growing extension of the 6-9 year one. But now as he has grown, he has 
become even more concerned about his future responsibility to the community and his ability to be of service there. His topics 
of interest grow and deepen along with his capabilities. Now an abstract thinker and growing evermore each day, we get a 
glimpse of our adolescent to be.  He is quite social and very concerned about his place in the group, how he looks and how his 
friends consider him. He needs a classroom where he feels important and competent. He also is ready for responsibility and the 
power that goes along with that. He is becoming stronger and better able to support his ideas, which he holds to closely. He can 
accomplish a lot and wants to be given the chance to be of help. He benefits from a classroom setting that is aware of the 
changes going on within him and who is willing to work with him not against him.                                                                                  
 

            Continued to page 2 
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Every Friday is school T-shirt day 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Quotes for Thought 
“We discovered that educa on is not something 
which the teacher does, but that it is a natural  
process which develops spontaneously in the   

human being. “ 
 

Maria Montessori 

 

Continued from page 1 
 

And the final stage we teach at our school is from ages 12 to 14, the first 
part of the 12-18 plane. We teach the12-14 year old child at a time when 
the child begins to build himself as a productive adult, a member of our 
society. Probably the most challenging time of a person’s life is adoles-
cence. Brain development is now better understood and it is a big issue 
for the adolescent. The adolescent wants to be an adult, wants to be con-
sidered as competent and capable. He wants to do grown up stuff to feel 
like he is a grown up. And here comes a real issue. In our culture there 
are many things grown-ups do that are not appropriate for teens or that 
are even harmful for them and must be avoided. We know this but our 
preteens and teens are fascinated by them. In response to their desire to 
be grown-ups, most middle schools fail our children by over powering 
the students, getting in power struggles, and finally losing the battles. 
Instead of a tight rope, kids need responsibility built into their school 
education.  They need jobs that look real and they need to contribute to 
society in ways that are real. And of course, they need a rigorous aca-
demic curriculum to prepare them for their future education.  These are 
all part of the Montessori program. 
 

Because Montessori identified and defined these developmental stages, 
she was able to establish a curriculum for each age that utilized the skills 
and interests of the child at that time in his life. That is why the Montes-
sori curriculum is so appropriate for the growing child, his sensitive 
periods for learning, and his social interests. For Dr. Montessori, the 
whole child was always at the center of the educational plan, not the 
test, not the teacher, not the school, not the state curriculum. 
 

Most of us didn’t go to Montessori schools, we didn’t experience what a 
real education can feel like, how it can help you gain confidence in 
yourself. But we can study now and discover why a movement that be-
gan in the late 1900’s is still challenging educators and providing an 
educational schema like none other. The whole child is educated, not 
just the intellect, but the heart, body, and mind of the child is touched by 
that Montessori model. Lucky for your children that you’ve realized 
what a gift it is for each child here to be receiving a Montessori educa-
tion for life. 

October 16-17 Level 3 Ropes Course 

October 19 Words in Color Demo         
6:30pm-7:30pm 

October 20 Evergreen Sale Begins 

October 23 Portrait Retakes 

October 31 Parent Coffee 8:30am              
Halloween Parade 9:15am       
Level 3 Haunted/Fun  
Houses 10:45am 

November 4 Annual Art Festival and      
Variety Showcase 

November 17 Grandparents and Special 
Friends Day 

November 20-24 Thanksgiving Break 

November 28-30 Transition Meetings 

 

 

Words in Color 
Reading  

Demonstration 

October 19 

6:30pm-7:30pm 
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Center Nest 
Christine Wood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children are settling in our Nest as we are building our relation-
ships with each one of them and they with their peers.  As we start 
October, I am reminded of the big work of socialization.  The chil-
dren are in the beginning of this work.  The children are learning 
control and discipline of their own bodies, such as using gentle 
hands, respecting each other’s work, and following ground rules for 
safety.  Our classroom environment becomes a family of siblings 
who are all learning to care for themselves and others.  What a beau-
tiful transition we witness as the children grow!   
 
As we find closure to an unusually hectic September, I would like to 
speak about a few basic needs that are so important for the child to 
be successful at any age.  Our first is the basic need to feel safe. We 
are very proactive here in the Nest creating a safe environment for 
our children.  They are internalizing that when they are working with 
something, for example, we will not let a friend come and take the 
activity from them.  Their work is safe.  This part of our relationship 
with the child is of respect and trust.  When they feel safe and they 
know we are there for them, they will let us know when help is need-
ed.  This proactive approach also diffuses situations as the child 
knows we will come to his aid. This supports the use of his words 
and again, builds trust and self-discipline.   
 
The next basic need I want to speak of is food.  I know that when I 
am hungry, I tend to get cranky. While we as adults know when we 
need to eat, it is not the same for the young child.  The child depends 
upon the adults around her to notice and provide for her when she is 
hungry.  As the child begins to grow, she is learning the signals her 
body is giving to let her know this about herself.  When we become 
involved in something, sometimes our appetites are forgotten.  In the 
Nest we are asking, “Do you want something to eat?”  When the 
answer is yes, we let the child know, “You are hungry, you need 
food.”  So they may identify their need as we fulfill this need.   
 
The last basic need I want to mention is sleep.  As adults we need our 
sleep to keep our immune systems strong and to feel good so we can 
get through our days with harmony.  Yes, we all know the child 
needs this too.  In addition, studies show that sleep in children is also 
aiding in the myelination forming and in making many connections 
in their brains.  This process continues through adolescence.  This is 
why the afternoon nap is so important to young children; their bodies 
become calm and their tiny brains are making all of those connec-
tions.  Sleep is when our body is building and also repairing itself.  
When they wake, they are ready to go full speed again to add more 
experiences.   
 
We are off to a wonderful start to our year and the beginning of all of 
the magic we see happening through the development of each child. 
With the Montessori philosophy as our guide, we follow the child’s 
intellect and work to meet their social needs.  They are safe, happy, 
and growing so quickly!   

Primary 1 
Saleha Hafiz 
 

Since the first day of school, we have been working on and will 
diligently continue implementing the “golden rule” for a well-
functioning Montessori classroom community by fostering its three 
elements: 

Respect of Self, 
Respect of Others, 
Respect of the Environment.    

In order to help young children integrate this golden rule, we rely 
heavily on adults modeling respectful behaviors though our atti-
tudes, actions and words. We offer a predictable routine as well as 
a prepared classroom environment that is orderly, clean and appeal-
ing. Additionally, we strive at creating a sense of belonging and 
significance within our community through group gatherings where 
various “grace and courtesy” lessons are introduced and role-
played, where problems are expressed without judgment and help-
ful solutions are offered. Because children learn at their own pace 
and differently from one another depending on their individual 
style, we have found that a blend of these elements meets the need 
of everyone in the group. 

One beautiful aspect of the Montessori Method is that this golden 
rule is often already directly or indirectly embedded within a large 
number of procedures or activities in the classroom. Let’s take, for 
example, the ritual of washing one’s plate or cup after having a 
snack. To those who are not familiar with the value of a Montessori 
education, this may seem a trivial detail; some may consider it cute 
while others may not see an academic value to it. However, those 
familiar with Montessori’s long-term educational outcomes know 
that when a child is involved in such an activity many valuable life 
skills and characteristics for his future are taking root. This is cer-
tainly a great topic for future newsletter issues, but for now let’s 
look at how such an activity serves all of the three elements of this 
golden rule. 

After snack, children take turns using the dishwashing stand where 
they place their dishes into a bin of soapy water, scrub their dishes 
with a brush, rinse them, dry them and put them away neatly in the 
clean dish bin for later sanitation. In busy times, a short line of pa-
tient children is often seen forming. The dishwashing activity en-
courages respect of self as it fosters autonomy. It is a logical con-
tinuation to those who learned how to tend to their basic need of 
being fed, and it involves wearing an apron to protect one’s cloth-
ing.  
 

Dishwashing involves respect of others in the act of waiting one’s 
turn politely and making sure once the dishwashing stand is used, it 
is made ready to look like new for the next person. By scrubbing 
the dishes, rinsing them, wiping the spills, and folding the apron, 
the child is also actively involved in respect for the environment 
and serving the classroom community as a whole. 

Isn’t this a wonderful way to teach our children that no matter how 
small they are, their actions have an impact on themselves, others 
and their environment? 

                Mayors Feed the Hungry Annual Food Drive  

                                       November 6– 17  
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Holiday Evergreen Sale!  
Please stop by the office  

for more information 
 

Sale begins 
October 20 

 
Sale ends 

November 3 

Primary 2 
Crystal Gulakins 
 

What is Grace and Courtesy and why is it a key part of a Montessori 
classroom? 

Every new school year Montessorians prepare the classroom with 
great detail and skill to welcome back the children. We have all 
learned about the importance of the prepared environment, the  
meticulous way to present lessons, and the many other crucial aspects 
in guiding the children in their learning journey. I, as with many 
teachers, contemplate on the best possible way to begin the year. As a 
Montessori teacher, I know the importance of Grace and Courtesy 
lessons to help prepare for a successful year. Our environment must 
of course be beautiful, our materials spotless and inviting, but  
without Grace and Courtesy all our hard work could be useless. 

So, what is it, and why this focus on it?  Montessori introduced  
lessons on Grace and Courtesy in reaction to the young child’s need 
for order. The child has a need to know and to absorb the social 
structures in order to be more at ease in his or her environment. 
Grace and Courtesy lessons give the child the vocabulary, actions, 
and steps required to build an awareness and responsiveness of those 
around him. This in turn gives the child a better sense of orientation 
in her social structure. 

At the same time, the child is absorbing the social norms of the  
culture and acquiring the skills to imitate them. The child's  
social being is beginning to emerge, reflecting the nature of the  
society in which he or she is raised. This is why Montessori named 
the child at this stage of life the social embryo. The three-year-old 
child is still very egocentric and finds it very difficult to see life from 
any other perspective than his or her own. During the social  
embryonic stage, his or her social awareness grows and usually by 
the age of six years the child is socialized and aware of being part of 
a cohesive social unit both at home and at school. During this stage 
of development, we also see the emergence of first friendships,  
concern for other children, empathy and sensitivity to social  
conventions. The human being as a social creature is emerging. 

The skills children learn as part of the Grace and Courtesy  
lessons are just as important as math, reading and writing. This is 
because lessons on Grace and Courtesy provide children with explicit 
instructions on how to interpret and react to different social situations 
and behaviors. A child is able to develop and refine social skills 
while building self-esteem and independence. These lessons also 
assist children with learning to orien-
tate themselves to their  
environment and answer children’s  
questions about how they belong and  
participate in the world at large. 

 
 

Primary 2 and 3 
students enjoying 
an educational and 
fun-filled afternoon 
at the local Cedar 
Hammock fire  
station. 

Primary 3 
Betty Camacho 
 

We have had a wonderful first six weeks of school. This period has 
been very peaceful and the children have adjusted well to a new year 
and new friends. I have introduced many lessons, both on an  
individual and group basis, and the children are finding work with 
purpose.  For the younger children who are new to a classroom  
environment, we work on building social confidence and awareness 
of the surroundings.  Dr. Maria Montessori believed that, "We must 
begin our work by preparing the child for the forms of social life, 
and we must attract his attention to these forms."  The beauty of a 
multi-age classroom is that our older students set an example with 
their familiar return and also desire to help support the younger  
students. 
 

The kindergarten year is a very special year in the Primary  
classroom. From the very beginning of this school year, our  
kindergartners have been so enthusiastic to take on new challenges. 
They are progressing well in reading with individual and group  
lessons. We are continuing with the Words in Color reading system 
that is introduced to all of our students. This approach is found to 
work well with all styles of learning and is a method that triggers the 
type of learning processes similar to those used spontaneously by 
children when they learn independently of adults. Unlike other  
reading styles, it also does not rely on weaker memory-based  
learning. The kindergartners are also working hard on their math 
lessons.  
 

We have been enjoying our regular science experiments in our  
classroom.  This past week I presented a lesson on the life cycle of 
the bean.  Each child used a wet towel and placed different types of 
beans in a plastic bag. We hung the plastics bags with the beans on 
one of our glass doors for it to get sunlight.  The students are ob-
serving them every day to see their progress.  Our older students are 
able to record the process with the younger students building their 
understanding using the Montessori lesson on life cycles. 
I continuously challenge all of our children to follow their interests.  
 

Our Back to School Night was a great success.  We would like to 
say thank you to all the families who participated in this event. 
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Annual Art 
Festival  

and Variety 
Showcase  

 
 

November 4,  10am –2pm 

Elementary 1 
Rachel Reid 
 

Dr. Maria Montessori created an academic curriculum to not only 
challenge each child, but also to follow each child as an individual 
to his or her full potential. Her extensive scientific observations of 
children led her to understand that the 6-9 child is in a unique 
plane of development with very specific sensitivities.  
 

The elementary child is at an age of great exploration; physically 
and mentally. They prefer to work in groups and have a strong 
sense of community. As their reasoning skills develop, their  
cognitive skills grow as well. Children in this plane develop new 
powers of abstract and cognitive thinking and use this knowledge 
to further develop and expand their world.  
 

Montessori recognized that children in this age group also require 
a multiplicity of materials to understand concepts as they move 
from the concrete to the abstract. This notion is clearly present in 
the thoughtfully designed didactic Montessori materials.  
 

A good place to observe the use of concrete materials is in the 
math curriculum.  Here children are introduced to the four  
operations with rods, beads and stamps. The 6 and 7 year olds 
gain an understanding of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division by actually seeing and feeling the materials. Currently the 
first and second year students are moving through these opera-
tions. 
 

Third year math students have begun more complicated math  
operations of computation. Now they have both long  
multiplication and long division. The initial instruction is with 
didactic materials but the children’s eagerness to work  
abstractly begins defining their math work. In addition to  
operations on whole numbers, the third year students have begun 
studying multiples as a support for future fraction work.  
Immediately the children have observed the relationship of this 
work to the multiplication facts. They have agreed upon the  
necessity of learning the multiplication facts by heart! We have 
discovered that it makes sense to use the skill of doubling  
numbers to learn the multiplication facts. This is the order we use: 
 

Zero (number times zero);  
1’s 
2’s 
4’s(double of the 2’s), 
8’s  (doubles of the 4’s), 
3’s,  
6’s , (doubles of the 3’s) 
7’s,   
9’s (yes we use the trick with the fingers!), 
5's (like counting), and finally  
10’s.  
 

You can see that not all but many of our students become  
advanced in math and do complete arithmetic by the end of 5th 
grade. For those children who like math, we accommodate both 
their interests and their abilities. We call it individualized  
education! At the Center, the children are offered the lessons they 
are ready for regardless of what grade they are. This is one of the 
special components that make up the beauty of the Montessori 
Method while meeting the needs of each child.  

Elementary 2 
Jayne Cobb and Susan Rouwhorst 
 

Our classroom has been busy with everything from conducting 
scientific experiments, editing paragraphs, working on algebra 
lessons, watching eclipses and much more.  Our students are 
also enjoying formal art instruction and band.  At the end of last 
month we were so excited to be able to share in the experience 
of the solar eclipse with our class.  We took advantage of the 
event to extend it into our art exploration and writing lessons.  
The art  
projects included making the sun’s brilliant corona around the 
edge of the moon as well as making an actual moving model of 
the eclipse. The scientific explanation was researched and the  
projection for the next eclipse was recorded. 

Some students used the event to do creative writing in their na-
ture journals.  The journals were made at the beginning of 
school, by folding pages and stitching together the binding to a 
cardstock cover. Our botany lessons were also incorporated into 
the project, as students had the chance to pick out a botany im-
age for their front cover.  The nature journal lessons always take 
place outside and incorporate observations, the recording of in-
formation and creative writing. The E2 students enjoy their les-
sons and we look forward to seeing their nature journals filled 
up with beauty. 

Literature circles are a classroom activity with all of the stu-
dents. These lessons are done in small groups and are an explo-
ration and examination of the books that our students are read-
ing.  We break into two groups and discuss different aspects of 
the book. The students discuss open-ended questions such as, 
“Why did you think Stanley lied in his letters home to his par-
ents?” and “What would you have done if you were in Stanley’s 
place?” These types of questions encourage critical thinking and 
the sharing of  
different opinions. We will be reading two more books as a 
group this year and we can already see that our literature circles 
will continue to be lively with responsive exchanges among our 
young readers. 
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Level 3 6th Grade 
Deana Reemelin 
 
We are only six weeks into the school year and I can already tell 
you that our class has had the most marvelous math experience. 
On the student’s orientation work plan at the beginning of the 
year we reviewed the decimal system, or base 10. We talked about 
when they were in primary and E1 they learned about the decimal 
system using the traditional Montessori golden beads.  

The next week the students learned how to convert decimal num-
bers to base 2, the binary system. Students used the non-
hierarchical mat and put out the cards for each exponent of 2. 
They used cubes to count out the number and made an exchange 
every time they counted 2. In no time at all they were trying to 
figure out larger and larger numbers. Some converted their 
parent’s age into the binary system! One group of students decid-
ed to expand the lesson and started working on different bases like 
3 and 8. This group became so involved with this lesson they 
started giving the lesson to the rest of the class. It’s exciting to 
have a lesson that students were first introduced to in their early 
years and then gives them the knowledge and freedom to continue 
it on their own. This is one amazing aspect of the Montessori edu-
cation. 

 

Maria Montessori was nominated three times for the Nobel Peace 
Prize for her efforts seeking peace on behalf of children.  She fa-
mously stated, “Peace is what every human being is craving for, 
and it can be brought about by humanity through the child.”   
Thursday, September 21, was the International Day of Peace. 
Each year, we take time in our classrooms to reflect on what 
peace means to us. Students were offered some time to do a de-
sign of how they would define peace. There were peace signs, 
pictures of groups of children, and people showing the peace hand 
signs. Many of the pictures showed things with a nature theme. 
Rainbows, animals, the sky, the Earth, and the beach were depict-
ed as peaceful places and objects. We often talk in our classroom 
about how being out in nature is good for the soul and can bring 
about feelings of peace. 

 

This year as part of the celebration, all of the students in E1, E2, 
and L3 joined together to form a giant peace sign. It was a fun 
time of fellowship that was captured in photos and video by a 
drone. It was a fun experience for students ages six to fourteen to 
work together. Later in the day, students from our class went 
around the school to different classes and took pictures and videos 
of other students. Some children were sitting at a table altogether 
having lunch, another group was playing on the playground to-
gether. Out students filmed classes singing the song “Light a Can-
dle for Peace” which was sung by Montessori schools worldwide. 

  

Our class really captured moments of peace around our campus. 
They are currently working on a short film that will be shared at a 
later time. Even though peace is a constant theme in our class-
room through problem solving and personal reflection time, it is 
nice to have a day to really focus on and appreciate peace. 

 

Level 3 7th and 8th Grade 
Robin Edidin and Beronica Johnson 
 
A Trans-Disciplinary Curriculum in Seventh and Eighth Grade by 
Robin Edidin 

One of the questions often asked about a Montessori middle school 
is, “Do you have a curriculum, and if so, what is it?” In our seventh 
and eighth grade program, we have a two-year curriculum, but 
probably the most important feature is that it is set up to be a trans-
disciplinary curriculum. A trans- disciplinary approach to curricu-
lum centers around themes that permeate but also transcend all are-
as of study. This encourages abstract thinking as students see, for 
example, scientific concepts that then appear as metaphors in lan-
guage and social studies, and visa versa. 

This all sounds very abstract, so let’s look at some real life exam-
ples. We divide our year into four “cycles”: a cycle is roughly 
equivalent to an academic quarter. Our seventh and eighth grade 
students are currently finishing up our first cycle, whose theme is 
“Connections and Origins.” Our science studies this cycle focused 
on the four types of bio-molecules that form the basis of all life, the 
ubiquitous eukaryote cell and the roles of the four types of bio-
molecules in the eukaryote cell, and the energy processes that inter-
sect all life: cellular respiration, photosynthesis, and glycolysis. 
Students participated in activities and experiments with the four 
classes of bio-molecules (proteins, carbohydrates, lipids, and nucle-
ic acids). We tested for complex versus simple carbohydrates, and 
saw the actions of several enzymes (a class of proteins). We did a 
simulation of cellular respiration, glycolysis, and photosynthesis, 
and we also discussed how endosymbionts (organisms that live 
inside other organisms) are believed to have given rise to the larger 
cells with organelles and true nuclei. 

Our history and social studies material for “Connections and Ori-
gins” has focused on native people of the Americas, their lifestyles, 
beliefs, and connection to the land, and how it contrasts with the 
Europeans who came to settle here. In one of our other cycles, 
“Forces,” social studies center on causes and paths of revolutions. 
We look at the forces that have brought about a number of revolu-
tions, and study the American and French Revolutions in depth, 
comparing and contrasting forces that played out in each revolution. 
During our cycle “Identity,” which will be coming up later this 
year, our social studies work will focus on the history of immi-
grants to the U.S., and on the Civil War. 

                                                                                  Continued to next page 

 

Thanksgiving Break 

November 20‐24 

Have a wonderful break!  
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Level 3 7th and 8th Grade 
Robin Edidin and Beronica Johnson 
 

In our literature work this cycle, “Connections and Origins,” students 
have been analyzing and writing about short stories by examining 
universal themes that connect to our own lives, such as shifts in  
power, gender norms, and societal norms. We also tie our novels into 
our cycle theme. For example, some of the thematic novels we use 
for our cycle “Connections and Origins” are The Good Earth by 
Pearl Buck, a novel whose theme is the farmer’s connection to the 
land and it’s purifying effects, The Glory Field by Walter Dean  
Myers, a novel that traces many generations of an African American 
family and how each generation’s struggles are connected to the next, 
and The Pigman, by Paul Zindel, a novel about human connection, 
honesty, and consequences. In another cycle, “Identity,” our thematic 
novels have included A Separate Peace by John Knowles, Anthem by 
Ayn Rand, and Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. We chose cycle 
themes that are meaningful to an adolescent’s life. Identity, Changes, 
Structure, Power, and Exploration are examples of themes we use in 
our Level 3 curriculum. 

A trans-disciplinary approach allows for a greater synthesis and  
retention of material because of the connected nature in which it is 
presented. It encourages new connections in the students’ mind, and 
prepares them to use a broader, more interconnected view needed to 
solve problems in today’s world. As biologist Wendy Russell put 
it, “There are an increasing number of research topics which fail to fit 
within traditional disciplinary boundaries. In fact, in some of these, 
the whole notion and structural ramifications of disciplinarily  
represent a limitation to advancement in that area.” 

Contemplation of life is a trans-disciplinary, or thematic, venture. 
Multiple themes crisscross and connect the events in our lives. To 
reflect on common threads enriches us and enlightens us about our 
purpose here. This we share with the students. 

Alumni Spotlight 
 

Rebecca Roback Blitstein, an early graduate of CMS, graduated from  
Manatee High School in 1995. She went onto Brown University and  
graduated Magna Cum Laude in 2000, followed by graduating Cum 
Laude from American University's Washington College of Law. She is  
currently practicing energy law in the Office of the General Counsel at the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in Washington D.C., following 
many years in private practice. She lives with her husband, Adam, and 
their three children: Jacob, age 6 1/2, Nava, age 5 and Asher, age 2 in 
Bethesda, Maryland and still keeps in touch with her Montessori school 
friends. “I have such fond memories of the Center, including my many 
wonderful teachers like Janice and Susan and Rosa.  They were so warm 
and caring and had such unique ways of teaching math, reading, and prac-
tical life skills.  A  
couple of years ago we took my kids back to the Art Festival and it was so 
great to see how much the school had expanded, but still retained the same 
types of classroom materials and learning tools that I experienced when 
growing up.  It was also fun to catch up with some of my former teachers 
and classmates.  What a wonderful place to grow and learn.  If only we 
lived in Bradenton, I would be sending my own kids to the Center to expe-
rience all it has to offer!” 
 

Rebecca’s sister, Phyllis Roback London also graduated from CMS and 
then graduated from Manatee High School in 1999. She received a full  
scholarship to Florida State University for violin performance, then 
changed paths to study communications, graduating magna cum laude in 
2003. Phyllis moved to New York following graduation to pursue a career 
in fashion. She has worked in public relations, most recently with a bou-
tique firm in  
Manhattan. Phyllis just accepted a position as the PR and Communications 
Manager for Clear Vision Optical, based in Long Island. She lives with 
her husband, Matt and their two children, Nathan, age 3 and George, age 1 
in Port Washington, New York. “Of course the Center for Education 
shaped me in my formative years, and many experiences remain with me 
to this day. One of my favorite memories was when my 5th grade teacher, 
Robin Edidin, asked us to assign future careers to our fellow classmates. 
While most of the students chose 
jobs like 'doctor' or 'lawyer,' Robin 
also participated in the exercise, 
and selected 'Director of Public 
Relations for Disney World' for me. 
Though my path took me to New 
York City, rather than Orlando, I 
love that Robin was able to identify 
characteristics of my ten-year-old 
personality that would lead me to 
where I am today!” 

Upper Elementary and Middle School Spanish 
Zeily Castrillo 
 

The students have been working hard in Spanish, 
making a lot of progress and having fun. The 
younger children are learning everyday vocabulary 
words and beginning to converse in the language. 
They are practicing things such as greeting and 
introducing one another, accepting and responding 
to direction in the language, working with numbers 
and telling time, and learning objects found in a 
home. Our approach is to encourage them to speak 
as much as possible. I incorporate games and our 
imagination to spur their interest. They en-
joyed building and labeling houses made from 
straws. 
 
Our older students are building their vocabulary as 
they work on identifying the parts of the body, talk-
ing about different after-school activities and whether or not they like to 
do something, and discussing food. One of the activities that we used to 
put the vocabulary words into practice was being the principal for a day. 
In our cultural studies the students participated in a Latin dance. 
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