
 

 

 

Center News  
D˔ɼect˛rʟ Nᴉeʟ  

   
 

Dear Parents, 

   Everyone is seeking light at the end of the tunnel, eager for this pandemic that has overtaken us to finally get under our control. 
As I think that two school years have been indelibly stained with the words Covid-19, I find that despite the impact and the losses, 
there are so many reasons to be grateful. 

I am grateful that our school has been able to safely stay open and functioning in a true Montessori approach, and remarkably free 
of the virus, with only one case on campus. We always had confidence in the childrenôs abilities to adjust to any changes we would 
have to put into place, for Montessori educated students are known for their ability to adjust to new conditions and continue to pur-
sue an education. But early on we questioned our ability to give them the education we are all dedicated to providing and that we 
believe they truly deserve. 

What we found in living through these days, was that we were able to actually enhance the educational experience at school in 
many ways, just by being forced to look at things a little differently. And for this we are grateful. Moving the children more to our 
outside environments brought them closer to nature and it also brought the adults closer to nature. The study of botany and zoology 
has always been a part of the Montessori curriculum, but it took on a new importance and focus this year, and we believe we are all 
better for it. Similarly, our emphasis on spending time on art and meditation and yoga increased, as we realized anew the im-
portance of these activities in our lives and the lives of the children. 

We are grateful that we were able to reestablish a campus in Lakewood Ranch and welcome these new families to CMS and offer 
returning families a second location. Miss Betty and Miss Amy have set up their classroom and created a community at the Peace 
Presbyterian Church facilities. The children have had the opportunity to enjoy the outdoors on that campus and we look forward to 
a future where the Lakewood Ranch class can join our main campus for events and activities. 

We are grateful that we were able to continue certain traditions that are important to the children and include our distance learners. 
The Elementary 1 team, along with a number of very dedicated parents and the support of the parentsô association CEPA, were able 
to host the annual Holiday Gift Shop. The 3rd grade class had the opportunity to run the shop, with the distance learners coming to 
campus to participate. With COVID procedures in place and Miss Rachel considering every step, the children delighted in display-
ing their goods and helping CMS students shop. The middle school was also able to enjoy their annual Oompa Loompa class secret 
gift exchange. The children purchased gifts for one another and again, the distance learners were a part of the fun. We are grateful 
for this normalcy in all of their lives. 

And we are grateful that we have been able to continue to offer our families options in their childôs education, with one-third of our 
students remaining with online learning this year. Our teachers spent time this summer thinking of ways to better the experience 
and education for the online learners, and we are grateful to our teachers for their continued flexibility. 

Now, with a vaccine or two in our midst, we join the others who rejoice at that light at the end of the tunnel. We share with you our 
gratitude for your support and cooperation and for the confidence you have had in us as we have negotiated our way through 
providing school for our students. Weôre almost there, and when we get there it will be because of our joint efforts that we have 
kept the virus away from our school. 

Enjoy whatever holidays you plan to celebrate. And look for that light in the new year, the light of hope, of cooperation, of respect, 
and of joy. 

More later,  

Janice Mattina 

Founding Head 

tƎΦм 
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   9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŜƳƻǝƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ 
ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴΗ ²ƘƛƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎ ŜŀǎŜΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƧƻǳǊπ
ƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ tƻǎƛǝǾŜ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎ ǘŜƭƭ 
ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ōȅ ƎƛǾπ
ƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝǾŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ άƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳƻǝƻƴǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛũŜǊπ
Ŝƴǘέ όǇΦунύΦ 
 
 
   Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŀŎǝŎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
ƭƻǾŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άCŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ tƻǎǘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŜƳƻǝƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ 
ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜƳ ōǳƛƭŘ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ 
ŜƳƻǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƎƻΦ   
 
   ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ tƻǎƛǝǾŜ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ 
ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ōŀǎƛŎ ŜƳƻǝƻƴǎ άDƭŀŘΣ aŀŘΣ {ŀŘ ƻǊ 
{ŎŀǊŜŘΥ ¢ƘŜ ²ƘŜŜƭ ƻŦ CŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦέ  !ǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǿŜ ōǊŀƛƴπ
ǎǘƻǊƳŜŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜƳƻǝƻƴǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǿŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǿŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳπ
ƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
ōƻƻƪǎ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƻǳǊ ǿƘŜŜƭ ƻŦ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿπ
ƛƴƎΦ  
 
   LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ 
ƛƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ƭƻƎ ŀǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŜƴŎƻǳƴπ
ǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ƎǊƻǿΦ  
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tƎΦо 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀ 

ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ƴŀƳŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ 

ŜƳƻǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŦŀŎƛŀƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎπ

ǎƛƻƴ ǊŜǇǊŜπ

ǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

WǳƴƛǇŜǊ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ 

ŀ ǎǝŎƪȅ ƴƻǘŜ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŦŜŜƭπ

ƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘ ƻƴ 

ƻǳǊ DƭŀŘΣ aŀŘΣ 

{ŀŘΣ {ŎŀǊŜŘ 

ǇƻǎǘŜǊΦ 

hƭƛǾƛŀ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƻǝƻƴ 

ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

ǇƻƛƴǝƴƎ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ 

ǎƘŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ 

¸ƛȅƛ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ 

ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴπ

ǝŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŜƳƻπ

ǝƻƴǎΦ 
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What a perfect time of year to explore our senses, with all the 
festive smells in the air. We have brought back a few favorite 
lessons in the practical life area of the classroom.  One involves 
the use of a mortar and pestle, to grind up cloves, and the other a 
grater for grating cinnamon.  You can just imagine how nice it is 
to walk into our classroom. 

The children have also enjoyed snowflake making. This lesson 
builds upon the childôs cutting skills but also lead us into science 
research and discussion! Together we have discovered that every 
snowflake is unique.  We then decided as our last science project 
of the fall semester to grow crystal snowflakes. 

The children all loved the sewing lessons we have had over the 
last few weeks.  We started with weaving, then threading and 
finally making their very own stocking. Each child hand sewn 
buttons onto felt. They came out so adorable, we hope you liked 
them! 

Our kindergarteners are hard at work and are eagerly gaining 
skills in math, reading and handwriting. A new favorite in math 
for the kindergarteners is working with the stamp game.  The 
exchange game is to demonstrate that 10 units can be exchanged 
for a ten-bar, 10 ten-bars can be exchanged for a hundred-
square, and 10 hundred-squares can be exchanged for a thousand
-cube.  The benefit of the Montessori math approach is the chil-
dren manipulate the materials, in effect ñseeingò the math opera-
tion as it takes place, creating a better and more authentic under-
standing of the principles involved. 

With the cooler weather we have had lots of practice being inde-
pendent with putting on and taking off jackets, sweaters, and 
shoes. The children have all done great with this new addition to 
their transition and are all mostly independent with this. It does 
take a little extra time but it is definitely great practice. Remem-
ber to allow this independence at home where and when possi-
ble. 

During the month of December, we listened to music of the Nut-
cracker ballet by Tchaikovsky during arrival and rest times of 
the day. Then during party day, we watched a live recording of a 
performance by the North Atlanta Ballet (Skylerôs Grand-
motherôs school in Atlanta). We had so much fun enjoying it 
during our Winter Crafts/Pajama Party. We had such a jolly time 
playing games, coloring crafting and dancing. There were beau-
tiful sugar plum fairies all around the classroom! 

One of the highlights of the season on campus is the Holiday 
Gift Shop program run by E1. Although, this year  was a little 
different, it was definitely enjoyed by all. A generous portion of 
the proceeds go to Turning Points. The children had a wonderful 
time picking presents for their loved ones. Thank you to those 
who participated! 

We hope you enjoyed the live circle times this semester. Thank 
you to everyone who was able to join us, we love doing these! 
We set some new dates for Spring soon. 

Please remember to check transparent classroom for photos, an 
update on your childôs progress, and lesson information. If you 
have any questions please contact me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tƎΦп 

9ƭƛ ǎƻǊǝƴƎ ǇƻƳπ

ǇƻƳǎ ōȅ ŎƻƭƻǊ 

ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻƴƎ  

LǎŀōŜƭƭŀ ¢ ŀƴŘ [ǳŎƛ 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǇ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ 

ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ 

±ŀƴƛǉǳŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎƛƴƎ 

ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘǿǊƛǝƴƎ 

ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƪ 

ōƻŀǊŘΦ 

hǳǊ ǘǊŜŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ 

ǘǊƛŀƴƎƭŜǎΗ 



 

 

 

Center Montessori News  

tƎΦр 

Pˠ˔mˉˠʦ 3                                                                              
Teaʫɯˏʞ: Mʟ. Bʍᴞʦ                                                                                               

Asˡistˉnʠ: Mʟ. A˙ʦ 

   This month we started learning about the life and work of one 

of the most famous artists of the 20th Century, Pablo Picas-

so.   We learned that Picassoôs father was an art teacher and he 

encouraged Picasso to explore art at early age.  Together we 

looked at some of his artwork and the children searched for 

shapes.  We used our Montessori map to located Spain, where 

Picasso was born, and the children observed the distance be-

tween Spain and Florida.  Using a piece of paper with a face 

template, the children recreated Picassoôs artwork.  They used 

blue and pink to represent Picassoôs Blue and Rose Peri-

ods.  The childrenôs artwork will be framed and displayed in 

our classroom.  We will continue learning about other famous 

artist throughout the school year and the children will create 

artwork related to each artist.  

 
   The children have music class on Tuesdays and Thursday. 

They have so much fun using jingle bells, rhythm sticks, 

scarves, and drums to play along when singing holiday 

songs.  They feel so proud and confident when they learn new 

words of the songs and love to sing to us and with their 

peers.  Additional instruments will be presented to the children 

to explore as the school year continues.  

 
   There are certain experiences that only a school setting can 

provide.  As educators, we see again and again the importance 

of participating in group activities and how this time together 

helps build healthy relationships in the classroom.  This also 

encourages empathy and the idea that everybodyôs opinion 

matters.  The children learn and model for one another how to 

be respectful of on anotherôs opinions, wheter they feel they are 

right or wrong. 

 

   These life lessons are one of the reasons we have science 

experiments every Thursday.  It is during this time that the chil-

dren have the opportunity to express themselves and learn to 

feel confident talking in front of a group.  Our most recent ex-

periment started with a container filled with water, a container 

filled with vinegar and a container filled with lemon juice.  We 

placed a group of coins in each container and counted to 120.  

The coins were then removed and the children were asked to 

compare the coins from each container, to determine which 

ones where the shiniest.  The children concluded that the coins 

submerged in lemon juice were the shiniest.  They also noticed 

that the coins submerged in vinegar left some residue or parti-

cles in the container.  Their conclusion was conclusion that the 

particles were germs, and we discussed the importance of 

washing hands after handling money.    

 
   As our first half of the year comes to close, I see that the chil-

dren are more confident in our classroom, in the activities and 

in their relationships with their peers.  Our classroom commu-

nity is getting stronger , with the older students regularly help-

ing the younger students in every day tasks, students showing 

respect for one anotherôs work, and enjoyment and pride caring 

for the environment.  The children have learned their            

responsibilities in the classroom, are increasingly independent 

with the materials, are following the rules and routines in a nice 

matter, and are truly thriving.  It is such a joy to be a part of this 

process. 

 
   Thank you to Miss Alicia for providing musical instru-
ments and songs for our music class. 

 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜπ

ƻǳǎƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻπ

ƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ aƛǎǎ 

!ƳȅΦ 

9ŀŘƻƴ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀŘŘƛπ

ǝƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

wŜŘ ŀƴŘ .ƭǳŜ wƻŘǎΦ 

²ƛƭƭ ƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎƛƴƎ 

Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǿǊŀǇ ǇǊŜπ

ǎŜƴǘǎΦ 

¢ƘŜƻ ŀƴŘ !ƭŜŎ ǿƻǊƪπ

ƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜŎπ

ƻǊŀǘŜ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

ǘǊŜŜΦ 
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Dr. Maria Montessori created the Cosmic Curriculum to intro-
duce the children to the entirety of the universe. She observed 
that children were inherently interested in the universe in which 
they live and the interconnectedness of all things, as well as 
their place with the universe. By giving the lessons and a frame-
work of the universe, the child begins to understand his or her 
place and finds peace, harmony, and belonging within the 
world, understanding that we are all connected to one another. 
She said, ñLet us give the child a vision of the whole universeé
for all things are part of the universe, and are connected with 
each other to form one whole unity.ò 

As Montessorians, we begin our lessons focusing on the larger 
parts of the universe, starting with the Big Bang, as well as vari-
ous creation stories from different cultures around the world. 
We then begin to examine the smaller parts of the universe; in-
cluding the physical earth with science and botany, living crea-
tures, human beings and their fundamental needs, as well as 
geography and history. Inherent in all of this is the interconnect-
edness of all things. Lesson topics are inter-woven between 
many subjects and disciplines as we strive to educate the whole 
child. 

With this in mind, we share an example of what this looks like 
in the classroom. This week, the children had a Meditation 
based on a painting by Russian artist, Vasily Kandinsky entitled, 
ñBlue Painting,ò created in 1924. Prior to the mediation, the 
children were asked to identify things that they see in the paint-
ing. We then began to focus on our breath. As the children be-
gan their guided meditation, they also learned some details 
about Vasily Kandinsky and the style of the art work. 

Kandinsky was very interested in how the arts were all connect-
ed to one another ï especially the connection between music 
and art. In fact, Kandinsky even named many of his paintings 
after musical symphonies or improvisations. During the medita-
tion, soft classical music played in the background, as Kandin-
sky frequently painted to music. Kandinsky also wrote about 
color theory and the idea of ñsynesthesiaò which is the scientific 
name for a condition where a person associates sounds with 
colors. We ended the meditation by reflecting on our own favor-
ite types of music, singers, and songs. 

Following the meditation, the children were invited to listen to 
two different types of music and paint to the music. The first 
painting was created while listening to classical music just like 
Kandinsky would have done. The second painting was created 
while listening to a contemporary song entitled ñHappyò by 
Pharrell Williams. The children delighted in this experience. 
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In connection with these activities, we read the book, ñThe Girl 
Who Heard Colorsò by Marie Harris, a fun and colorful story 
about a little girl with synesthesia. Simultaneously in the class-
room, the children are studying their geography puzzle maps. 
They can identify the countries of Europe, including Russia 
where Kandinsky was born, and Germany where he attended art 
school. In addition, we are studying the animals and the biomes 
of Europe. 

The childrenôs next experience with music and color came with 
Ms. Alicia in their music classes. Ms. Alicia is utilizing the 
Google Chrome Music Lab with the children to create music 
and songs. This is another way in which we have become crea-
tive in problem solving during the pandemic since the children 
cannot share the instruments or sing together. One of the appli-
cations through this website is even named Kandinsky! The 
children are using the Kandinsky application to make colorful 
shapes to write their own music, exploring sounds while creat-
ing their own art as well. Read Ms. Aliciaôs article in this news-
letter to learn more about it!     
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