
 

 

 

Center News 
Directors Notes  

 
 

Dear Parents, 

My husband’s great aunt, near the end of her long life, remarked that she didn’t know it would go so fast. Time is a     funny thing and as we live 

more of it, time seems to go faster. Some people say that’s because the speed of time, or our perception of its speed, is based on the ratio of a day 

compared to how many days we’ve lived. So for children who seem to think summer vacations last forever when we’re asking where our vacation 

went, one year seems longer to them than to us; because a year represents 1/10th of their lifetime while for us it represents 1/40th of ours. 

Parents and children often find the concept of time to be a point of disagreement. That’s because time seems to each of us as if it is ours; ours to 

decide how to use. For children, there is no reason to give up their time for adult requests. We see this daily (probably) when we leave home for 

school. Many children are never ready when we want them to be. We’re   always hurrying them and even nagging them to get all their stuff and 

get in the car right now or else we’ll leave them, which might be just OK with them anyhow! And it seems like the more we rush them, the slower 

they go. 

This is sort of interesting to me because I find that children can be just as impatient as adults with each other’s control of time. Frequently when 

children want us to do or get something for them, they mean “right now,” just like we mean “right now” when we’re going off to school. The 

person, parent or child, doesn’t seem to respect the other person’s sense of urgency with regards to time. Each feels they own their time and don’t 

want to exchange it for another’s idea for the use of their time. 

Another example of this conundrum can be witnessed when children are called from play to the evening meal. Again, parents usually call children 

at the moment they want their children to arrive for dinner. And they want their children to arrive, neatly groomed, with clean faces and hands, 

ready to eat. It’s from this mentality that we think children     weren’t really doing anything too important; that they should be able to stop what 

they’re doing at the moment they’re called. Children on the other hand, view this same time as theirs and they think what they are doing, even if it 

looks insignificant to adults, is vitally interesting and important. In fact, it’s so important to the children, that they don’t want to stop doing it and 

certainly not at a moment’s notice. For children, the time they’re living belongs to them and the    decisions about how to live this time belongs to 

them, not to their parents. 

Parents have a very difficult time understanding this. And they confound the issue by attaching all sorts of grown up lingo to substantiate their 

lack of respect for the children’s choice of time expenditures. For example, many parents     complain that their children are uncooperative                 

because they don’t cooperate; that the children don’t come right away when called, or don’t come at all when called. But the children don’t come 

because they are answering their own call for how to spend their time. They’re not just wasting their time according to them; they are mindfully 

using it in ways that look like they are wasting time to adults, especially to adults who have forgotten what it feels like to be a child. 

When children “demand” that we do something right away, we use just those words, “demand!” Aren’t they doing to us adults just what we do to 

them and in precisely the same way, with the same sense of urgency? Don’t children seem not to value our time, aren’t they willing to nag us and 

aren’t we willing to ignore their requests or not cooperate with them when they ask us to give our time to their desires? 

The truth of the matter is that everyone’s time is just as important as everyone else’s time. Because we’re the grown-ups doesn’t mean our time is 

more valuable and the children’s less valuable any more than one life, an adult one, could be more important than another life, a child one. 

It seems to me that I’ve just made a case for real mutual respect in families who truly want their children’s childhoods   to be wonderful times for 

the whole family. How can we plant and grow mutual respect in our families? I have given     myself several little reminders. One is that I ask 

myself if my child were a grown up watching the replay of her life as a child and could see and hear me at this moment, would she agree with 

what and how I’m talking and would she thank me for how I’m treating her? Another little reminder I use is to ask myself if my parents would be 

proud of me as a parent of their beloved grandchildren. If I pass those taste tests, then I know I’m using the right recipe! 

Children are truly life’s most important and valuable gifts to us. They come to us and stay with us for only a while before they become their own 

adult people and live their own independent lives. We need to show our appreciation of them as gifts of life and reach deep within ourselves to do 

what is right and good for them. You’ll never regret or forget all the goodness, kindness, and respect you give to your children and neither will 

they. 

More later, 

Janice Mattina 
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Center Montessori News 

Center Nest                                                                      
Teacher: Ms. Christine                                                                                           

Assistant: Ms. Rosa 
 

“Since he must develop himself through his                        
movements, through the work of his hands he has 
need of objects with which he can work that pro-

vide motivation for his activity.” 
-Maria Montessori, The Secret of Childhood 

 
 
Maria Montessori stated, “The first aim of the pre-
pared environment is, as far as it is possible, to ren-
der the growing child         independent of the adult. 
The concept of an education centered upon the care 
of the   living being alters all previous ideas.      
Resting no longer on a curriculum, or a timetable, 
education must conform to the facts of human life.” 
 
The Montessori environment at every level is a 
beautiful experience. One finds        freedom, re-
spect, beauty, and order.  The young child is full of 
knowledge and knows and understands a great deal.  
Children   under the age of six must take knowledge 
by themselves from the environment.  This is why 
the prepared environment is so        important.   
The young child is very much in the stage   of the 
absorbent mind.  She wants to do for herself, so she 
watches the adults around her and imitates them. 
The teacher is also    considered to be an object in 
the               environment, and as such, we make 
great efforts to model peace and discipline, and    to 
resolve conflict. The environment is       always 
clean, for all to gain a sensitivity to cleanliness.  Our 
hair is brushed, our faces clean.   
  
 It always saddens me when I speak to   someone 
and I tell then what I do, then in turn they reference 
daycare.  The Montessori way is nothing that can be 
compared to a daycare setting. I get excited when I 
get to tell people about Montessori. It is important 
to share the Montessori philosophy as so many peo-
ple still do not know what it is.   
 
It is hard to believe we are almost to the end of our 
school year.  As we near this time of year, I am go-
ing through pictures of the children working.  It is 
amazing how much they have grown from our first 
day until now. 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful Spring Break!  
 
 

 Spring Fling                                                            

Artwork for Auction!  
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Center Montessori News 

Primary 1 
Teacher: Ms. Saleha                                                                                            
Assistant: Ms. Magda 

 
 
The Primary 1 children created a  cyanotype 
using light sensitive material. Created by the 
English    scientist and astronomer Sir John 
Herschel in 1842, the process was used by 
scientists to record botanical material by 
placing objects directly on the paper or                   
material and then exposing it to the sun.  
 
The children worked as a group and                             
interfaced with the canvas by together mak-
ing choices about their project in a short 
amount of time. Sea shells and objects                      
representing mangrove and ocean life were 
used to create our two “paintings.” Once the 
objects were placed on a canvas in a dark 
room by the children, they were taken into 
the sunlight to be exposed. The children                  
witnessed the magic of how the sun created 
the solar  photograph and how the "magic 
water,” as they came to describe it, developed 
the photograph.  All of their efforts resulted 
in a work of art that not only followed a                   
scientific procedure, but engaged each child 
in a sensory learning process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Spring Fling                                                            

Artwork for Auction!  

 Spring Fling                                                            

Artwork for Auction!  

Primary 3                                                                                
Teacher: Ms. Betty                                                                                               

Assistant: Ms. Giannina 

 

 

Primary 3 students created a masterpiece on a 

canvas using corks and acrylic paint. Their 

colorful project was inspired by lessons they      

received on famous painters including       

Vincent van Gogh and on the rainforests 

around the world.  The children have been 

learning the importance of conserving trees 

and of the benefits that they provide to us and 

the animals. As a group we have discussed 

the many ways that we can help the planet by 

taking care of trees.  Thanks to Mrs. Raquel 

for helping the children work on this        

beautiful class project. 
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Center Montessori News 

Primary 2                                                                       
Teacher: Ms. Crystal                                                                                            

Assistant: Ms. Tammy 

 

Since the beginning of the school year the children 

in P2 have enjoyed learning about our Galaxy.          

Our first steps were exploring the idea of the big 

bang theory which aligns with Darwin's theory of 

evolution. This is all part of Montessori’s cosmic 

education. To further extend this we created our 

interpretation of the bang using a Jackson Pollack 

technique. Jackson Pollack is famous artist known 

for is abstract art and was widely noticed for his 

technique of pouring or splashing liquid household 

paint onto a horizontal surface. He was also the  

artist of the month in September 2019 for P2. This 

is when we began our    creation collaboratively. 

We used a thick canvas like paper to paint rolled on 

to the paper and splatter paint made up of glitter 

and even a little glow in the dark paint to add to the 

beautiful representation of the Galaxy. 

Over the course of the year we looked at each  

planet and talked about the importance of the sun, 

also a key part of the Montessori education. Then 

with the help of a few of our mom’s including                

Salina (Colton’s mom), Stephanie (Skyelr’s mom) 

and Erin P. (Gavin’s mom) we designed each                 

planet using acrylic paint on styro balls. Each child 

paired up with a peer to create their planet. Each 

planet has two or three artist. 

Our final piece was the sun and glow in the dark 

stars with each child’s name handwritten on it.  

Along with a little help I created a frame and at-

tached the planets, glow in the dark stars and the 

sun to create our master piece. 

This is a piece to be treasured by your child and 

many others and will continue to inspire, teach and 

awe anyone caught in its infinite beauty. 

 

 

 

P2                             
Spring Fling                                                            

Artwork for       

Auction!                           

To be revealed ! 
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Center Montessori News 

Primary’s Bake sale for            

Australian Animal Relief  
 

The children’s bake sale for the Animals of Australia was a success.! Pictured below are all three Primary 

classes baking goodies. We raised a total of $270 that will go to the Human Society International. This will 

aid in helping all animals effect by the bush fires. Thank you to everyone who participated in this 

fund raiser! Thank you to mom’s that helped and to all family’s that sent in ingredients for the cookies!  

 

Primary 1 

Sarah & Emmit laying out the                

sugar cookie dough. 

Lewis excited about the              

boomerang shaped cookie he       

decorated. 

 

Primary 2 

Zoe and Ethan             

Decorating our Koala 

shaped cookies. 

Primary 3 

Ian and Jayden working 

as a team to bake                  

cookies in the shape of     

Australia.  

Stone and Leila working 

together with Mrs.                 

Ehrlich packaging the 

cookies.  
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Center Montessori News 

Elementary 1                                                                               
Teachers: Ms. Rachel & Ms. Juana                                                                                             

Assistants: Ms. Melanie & Ms.Yenisis 

 

The Montessori cultural curriculum for the six to nine- year old child is an invitation to the world beyond. After having   

studied home close at hand in the Primary classroom, the child is now ready to discover the wonder of the world and to gain 

an appreciation of its splendor so that she will love and care for our planet. As an adjunct to this course of study, Dr.        

Montessori included in her curriculum a component on peace education. Having lived through two World Wars in Europe, 

Maria Montessori believed it was Through the children that peace would envelop the earth. It would be because of her      

curriculum that children would gain an understanding of history through geography and of geography through history. 

The E1 classes have a 3-year cycle for studying the cosmic curriculum. Each year is different from the other two. This year 

much of the cultural lesson topics have been related to the studies of North and South America. The two Elementary classes 

have studied the people, countries, capitals, landforms, and flags of  the continents. They have examined the biomes of North 

and South America. (A biome is an area of land defined by its climate, so that plants and animals that live within each biome 

share certain characteristics.) We have focused on the oceans, wetlands, and tropical forests, as well as the people and                   

animals that make their homes in these biomes. 

We would like to show you a portion of the Montessori cultural curriculum through the research projects of the children. 

Therefore, we invite you to our oral presentations of the students’ individual end of the year projects to be held in late May. 

The Pacific class will present their projects on Wednesday, May 20, and the Atlantic class will present on Thursday, May 21. 

Both evenings will begin promptly at 6:00pm and will be held in the E1 

Math Classroom. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd year students have different projects for each level, with varying  levels of difficulty. 

This will offer a great opportunity for you to see the continuum of development in the Elementary 1 children and the breadth 

of the cultural program. 

The 1st year students will present posters showing their research and illustrations. The 1st year students  always have        

thematic study for their topics. This year they chose countries or states from North and South America. They are working 

with Ms. Juana to conduct research, write their facts, and create posters. 

The 2nd and 3rd year students have topics of their choice. The 2nd year students have worked with Ms. Melanie to make 

quiz books. To create their books, the 2nd year students found facts during their research and then will ask questions of the 

audience during their presentations according to the facts they discovered. The children have worked hard at their questions 

and facts to be able to stump you! Please be prepared to raise your hands and try to answer their questions. 

The 3rd year students created 4-chapter books, working with Ms. Rachel.                                                         

They learned how to formulate a formal bibliography, used note cards for                                                           

recording their facts, and learned how to utilize symbols for their various resources. 

They found approximately 10 facts for each chapter and created illustrations to               

accompany the chapters. Finally, they wrote rough drafts of their chapters in their           

own words and the chapters were typed. All the children have been thrilled to create     

lovely illustrations to accompany their projects. 

We hope to see everyone at the presentations! As parents, you will witness not only what 

the children learned and how they have grown, but also how they can conduct themselves 

in front of an audience. You will also see the progression between the students in a         

multi-age classroom, with projects of varying degrees of difficulty for the 1st, 2nd, and  3rd 

year students. We are looking very forward to the children sharing these presentations with 

you. We know that you will be thrilled and awed by what the children have                         

accomplished. 

 Spring Fling                                                            

Artwork for Auction!  
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Center Montessori News 

Elementary 2                                                                               
Teachers: Ms. Jayne & Ms. Susan                                                                                              

Assistant: Ms. Erica 

In the E2 classroom, we are beginning to take a look at our local state. Studying our home state of Florida is a wonderful way to 

incorporate geography and history in a truly meaningful way for the students. They have each chosen a county and will be creating 

a beautiful postcard to represent that area. We will also be setting aside a day for the students to do individual research on their 

chosen county and then create a small poster to display what they discovered. In this way, the entire class can learn many                        

interesting facts and features about our vast sunshine state and perhaps inspire future travel to other areas of Florida. 

Maria Montessori believed that children of this age need real life experiences to satisfy their need for  exploration of the world 

around them. Since we are studying Florida, our class trip to SeaCamp in May, for three days and two nights, is an opportunity to 

have a rich learning experience. In addition, the students will have the opportunity to have liberty within limits and to practice good 

judgment while away from home. The program at SeaCamp will give the students opportunities to learn about Florida marine life 

and their habitats through hands on experiences. These real world ventures are lessons that are so very valuable for the growing and 

maturing elementary child. Maria Montessori named this new phase of a child's development the Intellectual Period. She wrote that 

"All other   factors...sink into insignificance beside the importance of feeding the hungry intelligence and opening vast fields of 

knowledge to eager exploration." 

Greek Pottery                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

In E2, we have a two year rotating cultural curriculum. This year we are studying the ancient Greeks and Egyptians. During our 

examination of the Greeks, we took a look at Greek pottery. We learned that although the pottery had a very practical application 

and the pots were used to hold many different things, they also had a great artistic value. They were beautifully painted with scenes 

from the gods, heroes, athletic events, or everyday life. The beauty of the pottery was such that it made it very desirable in all the 

marketplaces and was a product Greeks could trade. There were two main pottery techniques. The first was Black Figure Ware, 

which were red pots with black figures. Later came Red Figure Ware, which were black pots with red figures. This was more                 

popular and eventually replaced Black Figure Ware. 

Botany                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

This year the E2 classroom continues the study of botany. In a Montessori setting the study often starts with toddlers. Herb gardens 

are planted and young children experience concretely these plants through their senses, smelling the pungent odor of rosemary, and 

touching the soft leaves of parsley. Botany in the Elementary 2 setting becomes increasingly focused on the science and                          

nomenclature associated with the study. We begin with naming the parts of the plant cell and identifying the function of each part. 

Emphasis is placed on the miracle of photosynthesis which is the fundamental process which feeds us all. Just as we study the                   

fundamental needs of humans in lower elementary, here we begin to study the fundamental needs of plants. To do this we must 

investigate soil which is the medium through which plants find most of their nutrients. We see that soil is home to billions of tiny 

and microscopic creatures that help transform organic matter into nutrients that can be used by plants. We study the earthworm and 

discover its many important features which support plant life. The E2 classroom keeps a vermicomposting tower which continually                   

provides us with fertilizers for our garden. We also study the parts of the red wiggler worm responsible for creating such wonderful 

compost. We study leaves, flowering plants (angiosperms), seed bearing plants (gymnosperms), and vascular plants 

(tracheophytes). Montessori felt that it was not only important to study botany but to connect with nature.                                                   

Hence the proliferation of school gardens at this school and Montessori schools everywhere. 

 

 

 Spring Fling                                                            

Artwork for Auction!  
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Center Montessori News 

Level 3 6th Grade                                                                              
Teacher: Ms. Deana                                                                                             

Assistant: Ms. Erica 

We have a lot of academic 6th grade lessons into which we incorporate art especially during the 2nd and 3rd cycles. Examples are 

convex regular polyhedrons such as the Archimedean solids. These semi-regular convex polyhedrons are composed of regular    

polygons. The students count the faces, edges, and vertices of the different shapes and make and decorate models of the Platonic 

solids. Recently we did these lessons and some of our students went on to create large-scale models using cardboard. We saw a 

number of beautiful Tessellations creations. 

The Latin word “tessera,” means a small stone cube. In ancient times, these cubes were used to make up “tessellate,” the mosaic 

pictures forming floors and tiling in ancient Roman buildings. During our study of Ancient Rome, we learned the history of                        

tessellations and looked at examples of modern-day tessellations from artist M. C. Escher. Students then used the cut method to 

create incredible examples of their own tessellations. 

Our students also had the opportunity to research bridges. They learned about the different styles of  construction, chose bridges               

to research, and created presentations to share with their fellow students. They also created their favorite type, the toothpick bridge. 

To create such bridges, students turned to their research on different styles of bridges to guide them in drawing out designs. They 

used waxed paper to cover their   designs, and then started gluing toothpicks. They made their bridges with the hopes that one of 

their bridges would be able to hold the most weight at the Toothpick Bridge Competition. Their bridges were works of art. 

Our class had a very strong representation at the Toothpick Bridge Competition. Thirty-one middle schools from Sarasota and 

Manatee counties participated in this competition. We are extremely proud that four of our students placed in the top ten of all           

participants and this is from a class of ten students! 

Interesting designs can also be created using coordinate graphing. Students learn the fundamentals of coordinate graphing such as 

the four quadrants, the x and y axis, the origin, and how to plot and identify Cartesian coordinates. In these lessons, the students 

plotted given coordinates to create pictures such as  parrots, robots, and sailboats. Some of the students then went on to design their 

own pictures and came up with the corresponding coordinates for their classmates to complete. 

From their geometry lessons students could already identify acute, obtuse, and right angles. For this lesson, they used protractors to 

measure the degrees of given angles. They also worked on constructing given angles. Students then created pieces using the initials 

of first names. They divided the letters into different sections using straight lines and colored each section differently. Then each 

student used a protractor to measure and label the different angles they created. These works were displayed at the School-wide 

Celebration.  

Another way we use art in the classroom is for self-reflection and meditation. One way we have done this was using mandalas. A 

mandala, which is a Sanskrit word for “circle” or “discoid object,” has a geometric design to color. People often find the drawing 

and coloring of mandalas a form of meditation, with the focus on coloring, the mind goes quiet and the body relaxes.  

Something similar we are currently working on are Zentangles. This is a fun and relaxing way to create  images using structured 

patterns called tangles. These are created with the use of dots, lines and simple curves. 

Montessori talks about an integrated curriculum in which subjects blend with each other. Here in the  application of art, we find      

and enjoy such blending.  

L3 6th                             
Spring Fling                                                            

Artwork for       

Auction!                           

To be revealed ! 
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Center Montessori News 

Level 3 7th & 8th Grade                                                                              
Teachers: Ms. Robin & Ms. Beronica                                                                                             

Assistant: Ms. Erica 

One of the exciting changes in Level 3 this year has been our adoption of Google                               

Classroom.  Along with purchasing Google Classroom, the school also purchased sixteen            

new Chromebooks and two new MacBook Pros for 7th and 8th grade. Google Classroom                

has given our students access to a number of useful online tools. Also, having a number of                   

computers that can all be used at once on Google Classroom has opened up the possibility of 

doing content area quiz games in groups, and the students have fallen in love with this!  It  

began in Spanish, when our Spanish teacher, Ms. Paulina, used the online program 

“Kahoot!”  to create quiz games for the two Spanish classes. The 7th and 8th graders were all 

extremely enthusiastic.  Shortly after, students started writing their own Kahoot! history 

games.  Before we knew it, students were actually sneaking in to play history quiz games at 

recess. It turned into the students’ preferred method of studying for their history tests.  We’re 

looking forward to the science content Kahoot! as well that the students  are now on the  

verge of creating!  

 

Students have also used Google Classroom to create websites for other students to use as a 

resource. Creating websites has been one way in which small workgroups can share their 

findings. 

 

Our experience with Kahoot!, and the websites illustrates a phenomenon that’s common in 

Montessori middle schools.  Montessori middle school students are rarely interested in                  

teacher-made materials or those beautiful commercial Montessori materials you see in the 

younger grades, but they are enthusiastic about preparing their own materials and trying                           

them out with their peers.  

 

L3 7&8                       

Spring Fling                                                            

Artwork for 

Auction!  

To be revealed! 
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Center Montessori News 

Level 3 6th, 7th & 8th Grade                                                                              

Montessori Model United Nations Conference 

New York City, March 2020 

Last week, seven students from our Middle School had the incredible opportunity to participate as delegates in the Montessori Model United 

Nations Conference in New York City. Dr. Maria Montessori was an advocate for children and also advocated for the creation of the “Social 

Party of the Child.” Her goal was to prepare children and adolescents for organizing a peaceful society and world. Thus, this year, the conference 

hosted over 800 children from 5 different countries: Australia, Canada, Peru, the Philippines', and the USA. Sadly, despite preparing for over six 

months for the conference, delegates from China, Italy, Mexico, and a number of European countries were unable at the last minute to attend as a 

result of the coronavirus. For the students who were there and for their families, the experience was absolutely transformative and life changing.  

 Last September, the MMUN Committee assigned participating schools around the world a different country that each school group would      

research, write about, and represent.  At the conference, these countries of the United Nations were represented and a part of committee groups 

addressing issues before the United Nations.  

Our school was assigned the country of Belarus. Working with former Center Montessori School teacher, Christa Doyle, on a weekly basis after 

school, the student delegates began learning about Belarus and the mission of the United Nations to encourage peace around the world. Christa 

has worked closely with the MMUN group for many years and was an indispensable resource and guide, and the group also had the               

amazingly good fortune to have a visit and talk with CMS parents Max Mirnyi and Ksenia Mirnaya, who are from Belarus and still travel there 

frequently. 

The student delegates chose the committees and issues upon which they would work, including Disarmament and International                                  

Security, the Human Rights Council, Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and Special Political and Decolonization. The students researched 

their topics and the history of Belarus’ position related to each topic. Their   findings, along with their own unique solutions to each topic, were 

written in two different papers for each committee. Each student also wrote a speech related to their topic.  

 During the conference, the students met in their committee groups for two full days discussing the issues, their country’s position, as well as 

possible solutions to the problems with which they were confronted. Children used peaceful problem solving skills, central to the Montessori 

environment, to discuss their issues and negotiate peacefully and passionately with students from around the world. Resolutions were drafted  

and presented on the final day when the group met in a Closing Ceremony assembly to ratify and vote on their proposed resolutions, with two 

CMS students among the delegates selected to present on behalf of their councils. 

 The student delegates worked hard and grew immensely during their experience. From their intense work during the meetings and their free t 

ime shared preparing for afternoon conferences, to socializing with other delegates, they learned about children from other countries, religions, 

and backgrounds. They learned to be compassionate about the position of others, and interact peacefully and respectfully. Finally, student                   

delegates learned that despite their cultural differences, we share the same goal as human beings in wanting to grow up in a safe and peaceful 

world.  

 We thank Christa Doyle for her enthusiastic commitment and contributions to preparing our children for such an amazing experience. We are 

also grateful to Judith Cunningham, Founder and Executive Director of the Montessori Model United Nations project, and of course Dr. Maria 

Montessori for advocating for peaceful world for our children. Finally, we are thankful to the city of New York for being such an incredible   

host. Our children were delighted to dine in fabulous restaurants, as well as visit a variety of famous spots including Times Square, Rockefeller 

Center, Central Park, the Plaza Hotel, the Apple Store, Fifth Avenue, take a food and historical tour in China Town and attend Broadway shows 

including Dear Evan Hansen, Hamilton and Little Shop of Horrors. The children made wonderful     memories that they will carry with them for 

a lifetime.  
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